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Would they fine us for not gener-
ating waste, too?

The ides of April

News: “Immediate fines for lit-
tering, garbage dumping (in-
cluding unsystematic disposal)
from April 1, 2008.”

You: Great. Watch out, all you
paan-spitting, litter-bugging
types, because ...

Voice-from-the-Crowd: Hoy!

You (slightly taken aback): Yes?

VFTC: Are you being funny
about something as serious as
garbage disposal?

You: Er...no...

VFTC: And waste segregation?

You (nervously): Of course not.
I'm registering support, in my
own, possibly totty-headed
way, for the cause and...

VFTC: Why specifically men-
tion ‘paan-spitting’? That’s
sheer social bias. And why are
you hopping about?

You: Not hopping. Reeling.
With shock. All I meant was...

VFTC: You think paan-spitting
and garbage-dumping are con-
fined only to some social cat-
egories?

You (mopping your forehead):
No, no, paan-spitting, garbage-
throwing, ignoring recycling
and bio-degradable (or non) as-
pects... offenders are every-
where, regardless of sex, in-
come, education, appearance,
hair-type, taste in music...
whatever.

VFTC (raising voice): Prejudice-
ist. Inappropriate-funny-sider.

There’s a menacing rush to-
wards you.

Choosing to be even feebly
funny for a career sometimes
requires you to be fleet of foot.

You take off for the open, dis-
playing impressive speed.

But, dutiful to the last, you yell
out: “April 1st... remember,
April 1st. You have till then to
study and categorise your gar-
bage”.

You almost chuck your speech
notes, then hastily stuff them
into your bag.

Every little gesture counts, for a
responsibly clean environ-

ment.
Ranjitha Ashok

When will IT Expressway
keep its

promises?

(By A Special Correspondent)

he Highways Secretary,

Government of Tamil
Nadu, has in a recent meeting
announced that the work on
the high profile IT Expressway
(now renamed Rajiv Gandhi
Salai) will be completed by
March 31*. He has also stated
that the main carriageway of the
first phase from Madhya Kailash
to Siruseri, spanning 20.1 km,
and the ECR Link Road, con-
necting Sholinganallur and
Akkari (2.1 km), would be
ready by March. The service
roads are expected to be com-
pleted by August. It has been
decided to build link bridges
from the MRTS stations that
are on the same route. The toll
plaza will be complete by April
and will be operational from
July. The reality on ground,
however, appears to indicate
that it is doubtful if any of this
will be completed to the satis-
faction of road-users.

A drive down the corridor
shows that almost all is well on
the stretch from Madhya
Kailash to Tidel Park. But from
Kandanchavadi and Perungudi
onwards, it is clear that work

(Continued on page 7)

Ours is world’s eighth densest metro

(By A Staff Reporter)

he US-based Forbes maga-

zine has, in its recent sur-
vey, listed Chennai among the
densest cities of the world. The
city ranks 8" in the list. Delhi is
in 13" position and Bangalore
is 19", The magazine has com-
mented that “Living in a dense
place affects the quality of liv-
ing, unless you have loads of
money and the place is
gentrified like Tokyo and New
York. Dense is, however, a rela-
tive term. A Mumbai native vis-
iting New York is bound to feel
like a New Yorker vacationing
on a Wyoming dude ranch.”
The magazine has blamed “fast-
track economic growth” for the
density of population in metros.
It is significant that the list of

the top ten densest metros of
the world has three Indian cit-
ies — Mumbai, Kolkata and
Chennai.

Citizens of Chennai may
take solace in the fact that the
list of the top 25 dirtiest cities of
the world does not include the
metro, while it does have
Mumbai (7") and Delhi (24").
But while Chennai appears to
have escaped, neighbouring
Ranipet has not. It comes in for
special mention and it is stated
that “Ranipet’s pollution can af-
fect up to 3 million people, as it
is upstream from populous
Chennai. Its tannery waste
amounted to 1,500,000 tons a
year of toxic material. There is

contamination of ground and
water. There are efforts being
made at containment.”

While Forbes magazine’s
penchant for listing just about
anything (10 hardest drinking
cities of the world, is an ex-
ample) may have resulted in the
“dirty” statistics going unno-
ticed, last year’s Worldwide
Quality of Living Survey by
Mercer Human Resource Con-
sulting showed Indian cities in
a very poor light as well. That
study stated that Indian cities
score relatively poorly on health
and sanitation counts, with
scores ranging from 52.8 for
Chennai (position 177) to 38.2
for Mumbai (position 209).

Most Indian cities are densely
populated and have poor waste
removal and sewage systems.
These issues, combined with in-
creasing air pollution, contrib-
ute to their relatively low rat-
ings, according to the study. It
highlighted the fact that there
is a very real risk of transmission
of diseases in these cities owing
to the poor ratings.

Given this scenario, the
Central Government has come
up with the idea of satellite
townships for 35 cities in the
country. For all cities having
populations exceeding a million
— and naturally Chennai is one
— the Ministry for Urban Deve-
lopment is finalising a “satellite

(Continued on page 7)
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READERS ,

Causing congestion

he State Government had

some time ago announced
that during the last 18 months
ten new industrial projects, in-
volving an investment of
Rs.15,000 crore, had been
finalised in Tamil Nadu. The
government has also just an-
nounced finalisation of five
more new mega projects involv-
ing Rs.16,000 crore. These
fifteen new projects are to be
located around Chennai, to
generate new employment op-
portunities for over two lakhs of
people.

Government should con-
sider locating a few of the new
proposed projects in the hinter-
land and southern districts, to
enable development of the dif-
ferent regions of the State and
to generate employment oppor-
tunities in the districts also.
This will reduce regional dis-
parities in the State as required
in the new industrial policy of
the State announced recently.
This will also ease the growing
congestion in Chennai and sub-
urbs.

J.W. Thomas
9, Ritherdon Road
Chennai 600 007

Lasting solution

lyovers (MM, December

16th) may not be the pana-
cea for all traffic evils, but they
certainly help. Can anyone
imagine Gemini Circle without
the flyover! However, the last-
ing solution lies in the develop-
ment of satellite suburbs (if not
cities), complete with all the ur-
ban paraphernalia. Unfortu-
nately, such proposals get
stalled in the name of protect-
ing farmers.

C.G. Prasad

9, C.S. Mudali Street
Kondithope
Chennai 600 079

Surrogate mother

r. K.N. Kesari (MM,

March 1st) passed on to
his daughter Sarada Devi his
wonderfully humane qualities.
She was quiet and self-effacing
and her kind nature endeared
her to all who knew her. When
I came from England in 1962 to
be married to her sister’s
brother-in-law, Sarada eduthi,
as I addressed her, became my
surrogate mother. She com-
forted me when I was homesick,
found the perfect remedy for
continuous sickness in my preg-
nancy, opened her home to my
children during summer holi-
days so that they might play
with their cousins, allowing
them to explore the hidden cor-
ners of Kesari Kuteeram, a de-
light my daughter talks of even
today, told me stories from the

Ramayana and Mahabharata. 1
became a rather unlikely mem-
ber of her family and was never
made to feel anything different.
As unusual and enlightened
in his time as Dr. Kesari was, so,
too, was his daughter Sarada
Devi. The family is blessed to
share their genes. [ am very
proud of Vasantha eduthi’s
skills in translating Dr. Kesari’s
memoirs. They are a gem.

Radha Gopalakrishnan
26/2, Arundale Beach Road
Kalakshetra Colony
Chennai 600 090

A tram experience
Reader Sethuraman’s letter

on trams (MM, December
16th) reminded me of my visit
to Melbourne in 2005. It was a
joy, the modern trams in
Melbourne. The city centre had
a free tram service, a great boon
to tourists, as it went on a rect-
angular route, making shopping
so comfortable. Other tram
routes in the city were not free,
but senior citizens had to pay
much less. As a senior citizen,
the Melbourne Museum let me
in free! My grey hair was good
enough for verification!

K.V.S. Krishna

2A, Parkland Apartments
Kamalabhai Street, T. Nagar
Chennai 600 017

The stage ‘Avvai’

he article on Avvai

Shanmugam (MM, Febru-
ary 16th) kindled nostalgic
memories. About 60 years ago,
I had the opportunity and plea-
sure of attending the play
Awwvaiyar, enacted by the troupe
of TKS Brothers in Coimbatore.
Donning a woman’s garb, T.K.
Shanmugam portrayed the leg-
endary poet with amazing per-
fection. It was thereafter that
the title ‘Avvai’ was prefixed to
his name like ‘Nawab’ before
the name of Rajamanickam for
his role in Bhaktha Ramdas.

In the 1930s, as a school boy,
I had attended all the dramas of
the TKS groups whenever they
played at Tirupur, my home-
town. Whether the themes
were Puranic or social-based,
every drama of theirs with
Shanmugam as hero and Bhaga-
vathi as villain was interesting.

It was at Tirupur they en-
rolled a woman artiste, M.S.
Draupathi, for the first time in
their troupe. It was also
Tirupur-based Jupiter Pictures
which gave all the four TKS
brothers suitable roles in their
film Menaka, the first ever
Tamil social film.

He was a true Gandhian, a
lover and patron of Tamil litera-
ture, arts and music.

M.K. Pillai

110, Rupa Nagar
Coimbatore 600 045

Birthday bashes the
Chennal way

Recently, both our leading
political parties celebrated
the birthdays of their leaders.
And what events they proved
to be. Almost took The Man
from Madras Musings to the
days of the Maharajahs and
Mabharanis of yore. MMM had
no choice. He was literally
caught in the thick of the fes-
tivities.

For one leader, the celebra-
tions included a health camp
for the poor. The venue was a
Community Hall close to
where MMM has his humble
abode. Obviously, the harmful
effects of prolonged exposure
to high decibels of sound did
not come under the purview of
this health camp, for loud-
speakers were installed at vari-
ous places and film-songs were
played non-stop and at deafen-
ing volumes all through the
event. The blood pressure data

seemed to think that this was
an indication of their leader
having become an interna-
tional authority. Two toughs
who conversed even as they re-
lieved themselves against
MMM’s compound wall
claimed that even “Glindon”
(wonder which one, Bill or
Hill?) took the leader’s advice.
The procession moved on at
its own sweet will and took
more than three hours to com-
plete the route of a kilometre
or so.

Across the road from where
MMM lives came up a digital
banner praising the leader to
the high heavens. The person-
age was compared to several
mythical personages and also
hailed as the leader of the past,
present and future. The scaf-
folding to support this ban-
ner... But we went into all that
before, didn’t we?

tumbled out, leaving the pongal
to hold fort even as the sand-
wich looked on in grim satisfac-
tion. Even this was not spared.
By the simple expedient of not
providing a knife, the butter
was not usable. Cleverly, the
knife was provided to some and
not others, so that there would
be no mutiny by the passengers
en masse. MMM has been told
that it is not so, but he still
thinks that the withholding of
the knife is done by a computer
programme that selects at ran-
dom the passengers to be de-
prived of this implement.

In the evening journey, con-
siderable savings have been ef-
fected by ensuring that coffee
is 99% hot water with some
murky powder added. Then the
7.00 p.m. bun, which accompa-
nies the soup, again has butter
provided sans knife. The net
result? So many butter packs

l SHORT 'N’ SNAPPY |

of those living in the vicinity
would have made for some in-
teresting reading. No amount
of appeal to reduce the volume
had any effect.

Across the road from where
MMM lives came up a digital
banner praising the leader to
the high heavens. The person-
age was compared to several
mythical personages and also
hailed as the leader of the past,
present and future. The scaf-
folding to support this banner
blocked the narrow pedestrian
pavement and those who dared
walk had to do so at their own
risk. Tube-lights were erected
all along a kind of ceremonial
pathway, electricity supply for
which being drawn from the
mains of the street.

Then came a few days’ re-
prieve. The loudspeakers were
removed. The tube-lights went
into hibernation and the digital
banner too went no doubt to
perform duty as a roof-top in
some slum. The scaffolding re-
mained. And then came the
birthday of the other leader,
who belonged to the rival party.

This celebration involved a
procession of the party faithfuls
to the accompaniment of per-
cussion instruments from vari-
ous states. The procession,
naturally enough, had to be
held at peak traffic hour in the
morning. MMM, whose brief is
to gaze upon the world and
make notes, stayed in his bal-
cony and watched the proceed-
ings, at grave risk to his hear-
ing (the Chief will please note
this and appreciate the risks
MMM takes). What amazed
MMM was a group of foreign-
ers, all carrying sequinned gar-
lands for the leader. Why this
group was in the procession is
something that MMM is yet to
figure out, but party cadres

Railway profits

he Man from Madras

Musings, despite his high
sounding title, is a small fellow.
His outlook is all on the micro
and he rarely understands
things such as budgets, both
railway and ‘general’, filled as
they are with terms that go
completely over his head. All he
knows is that, post budget,
prices will go up and he must
tighten his belt some more.
Hopefully, the time will not
come when MMM can comfort-
ably tie his watch strap around
his waist. But this time, given
the Railways’ stupendous per-
formance, MMM has, based on
his own travelling experiences
by the Shatabdi Express, come
to the conclusion that it is en-
tirely due to cost cutting mea-
sures and not due to any in-
crease in freight that the Rail-
ways have posted a profit.

The Railways have done this
in several subtle ways. The first
method has been to reduce ca-
tering costs and also take care
of passengers’ health. This win-
win step involved a gradual re-
duction in the quantity of the
breakfast served to them. In the
early days, this meal was a vir-
tual feast, with passengers
barely able to get off the train
and walk up the over-bridge at
Bangalore station. This in-
volved a sandwich, idli, vada
and pongal. The idli in the ini-
tial spacious times was what
those in Delhi would have
called a ‘healdhee’ idli, so round
and plump it was and so white
its complexion.

Then the idli was put on a
diet and it slowly shrank and,
one day, vanished. The vada,
mourning for its lost compan-
ion, began pining away and,
soon, like Jill following Jack,

saved. MMM rather hesitantly
asked for a knife, only to be
looked down upon by the
haughty bearer. Others, not so
intrepid, were seen tearing
chunks of the bun and swiping
it on the butter. Also, with the
dinner, which is usually North
Indian, comes sambar, which is
clearly recycled from the morn-
ing breakfast leftover. This
saves the cost of providing
dhal! And, of late, tissue papers
are also not provided. Perhaps
it is with a view to save paper.
But MMM does not think so. It
all goes, according to MMM, in
saving money for the Railways.

The kiss of joy

he Man from Madras

Musings was at the Banga-
lore airport when the slog overs
of the cricket match at Gabba
were being played. MMM
found himself cheering and
clapping, but not to the extent
of a stout gentleman who was
clearly the cheerleader. His
flight had been announced, but
he refused to budge stating that
he would wait till India had
won and, sure enough, India
won. Then the unexpected
happened. The stout gent, after
having jumped, danced, waved
his arms and yelled, still had
surplus energy which had to be
spent. He found MMM stand-
ing next to him and enveloped
him in a bear hug. Not content
with that, he planted two kisses
on MMM'’s cheeks before he
was led away by an irate airline
attendant. MMM is yet to live
this down; as for the gaze of the
surrounding passengers, the
less said the better. MMM is
seriously thinking of growing a
beard as deterrent.

- MMM
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National Trusts team
together

— Launch umbrella organisation

he 12th International Con-

ference of National Trusts
(ICNT) was formally inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in New Delhi
in December. On the eve of the
Conference, the International
National Trusts Organi-
sation (INTO) was formally
launched.

Simon Molesworth, Chair-
man of the Steering Committee,
stated that a decision had been
taken at the 11th ICNT to forge
a common platform of National
Trusts to strengthen the net-
work of non-government advo-
cates for heritage conservation.
INTO, the result, could speak
jointly and boldly to the leaders
of the world about threats to
mankind’s collective legacy.
The parties to the INTO Char-
ter agreed to establish a cohe-
sive framework, a non-govern-
mental, non-profit, non-stock,
charitable, educational and
membership organisation to
promote conservation and en-
hancement of cultural and
natural heritage of all nations
for the benefit of people world-
wide through public involve-
ment.

Speaking at the INTO
launch, the Vice President of
India, M.H. Ansari, stated that
special attention needed to be
given to heritage conservation
in areas affected by conflict and
natural disasters and to ensure
that adequate steps are taken to

mitigate the negative impact of
tourism on the culture of com-
munities.

At present, INTO has a to-
tal of 10 committee members —
they are representatives from
Australia, Bermuda, Canada,
India, Malta, Netherlands,
Scotland, Slovakia, UK and
USA. One of them said, “If con-
servation is to succeed, it must
move beyond a narrow focus to
deal with broader issues such as
poverty alleviation. The conser-
vation of heritage and culture of
people across the world is an
important global issue today, an
issue which embraces equally
our natural heritage, our built
heritage and its art forms, along
with the traditional knowledge
systems like folklore, music and
dance”.

The launch of INTO con-
cluded with the adoption of its
Charter signed by 53 countries.
INTO’s objective is to influence
heritage conservation policy,
national in terms of geographi-
cal remittance, but global in
strength. Having learned from
each other about sustainability
and partnership, INTO will be
primarily committed to public
education and heritage aware-
ness. It will engage in cultural
and natural heritage conserva-
tion at a practical management
level.

The Prime Minister, inaugu-
rating ICNT-2007, stressed the

importance of a mindset that

respects value systems and a
culture that learns from the
past. “Unless we respect our
inheritance, unless we are pre-
pared to learn from it, we will
not invest in its preservation,”
he stated. He candidly admitted
that while India was conscious
of the need to preserve, protect
and promote its cultural heri-
tage, “we have not always
succeeded in doing so.” He
pointed out that to assume we
need only resources is not
enough because “conservation
should not be seen as an ‘elitist’
preoccupation. It must make
itself meaningful to society in a
manner that engenders commu-
nity participation on a large
scale. To be effective, conserva-
tion efforts need to be coordi-
nated with a compreshensive
planning policy through prepa-
ration of local area plans and
participation of the resident
community.”

Dr. Karan Singh, the key-
note speaker at the valedictory
function, said young people
should grow up with a knowl-
edge of and deep feelings for
their heritage and this must
be nurtured in the national
interest.

The conference was
organised by INTACH, a major
stakeholder in INTO and its fu-

ture activities. (Courtesy:
Virasat, The journal of
INTACH.)

Thus they spoke...

articipants in the 12th International Conference of National
Trusts had many things to say. Here are some significant quotes:

“Many years ago, Jawaharlal Nehru was faced in Parliament
with a demand that a programme of fellowships for artists and
scholars be abolished. We were engaged in military conflict with
one of our neighbours, and the distinguished parliamentarians
were arguing that scholarship funds could be better utilised for
defence purposes. Pandit Nehru listened carefully and acknowl-
edged that the logic was sound. “But then, gentlemen,” he is
reported to have added, “What are we fighting for?” These
things are worth fighting for — the beauties of our natural envi-
ronment, the monuments that have been left to us in trust by
generations past, and the integrity of all the manifestations of
our living cultures that have brought us together here.”

S.K. Misra
Chairman, INTACH

& & *

“Let us bring nature and culture INTO the future.”
Prof. MyunG-RAE CHo,
Trustee, National Trust of Korea
£ % sk

“Change is inevitable — but we must ask ourselves: Is change
also desirable?”
SuyaM CHAINANI, Chairman,
Bombay Environmental Action Group
£ £ £

“Heritage conservation is rehabilitation of memories and cre-
ating experience. It is shared value for all.”
Prof. ALEXANDER P. KUDRYAVTSEV,
President, Russian Academy of Architecture &
Construction Sciences, Moscow
£ % *

“Broadening the base of heritage consciousness should get
prioritised.”

Hasmuks SHAH

Vice Chairman, INTACH

kS ] *

“In business, the motive is profit, in the case of heritage it is
education or the enjoyment that it can provide. Having got the
answer to these basic questions... there will have to be a proper
strategy for managing heritage.”

Dr. O.P. AGRAWAL
Director General, ICCI, INTACH

kS & &

“The Government launched the National Lottery in 1994
which would give money to good causes... all of which must be
for the public good... the Heritage Lottery Fund has generated
£4 million for heritage, which has been awarded to over 26,000
projects throughout the U.K.”

JupitH CrLicMAN
Director, Policy & Research, HLF, UK
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Readability please

As letters from readers increase, we are receiving more and
more handwritten letters, many of them in a hand so small and
illegible or large and scrawled as to be unreadable. Often this
leads to our discarding a letter, particularly if some part of it is

If you wish us to consider your letter for publication, please
type it with enough space between lines or write it using a
medium hand, clearly dotting the ‘i-s’ and crossing the ‘t-s'.

Many readers also try to fill every square centimetre of a
post-card space, making reading or editing impossible.

Please help us to consider your letters more favourably by
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CHENNAI HERITAGE

260-A T.T.K. ROAD, ALWARPET, CHENNAI 600 018.

| am already on your mailing list (Mailing List
) /1| have just seen Madras Musings
and would like to receive it hereafter.

® |/We enclose cheque/demand draft/money order for
Rs. 100 (Rupees One hundred) payable to CHENNAI
HERITAGE, MADRAS, as subscription to Madras
Musings for the year 2007-08.

@ As token of my support for the causes of heritage, envi-
ronment and a better city that Madras Musings
espouses, | send Chennai Heritage an additional

Subscriptions and
contributions

e Since Volume XIV, No.1 (April 16, 2003), Madras Musings has
been priced at Rs.5 a copy, ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: Rs.100/-.
Please make out your cheque only to CHENNAI HERITAGE and
send it, together with the COUPON, to CHENNAI HERITAGE,
260-A, TTK ROAD, CHENNAI 600 018 or C/O LOKAVANI SOUTH-
ERN PRINTERS PVT. LTD., 62/63, GREAMES ROAD, CHENNAI
600 006.

An ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION of just Rs.100 covers only a part
of our costs. Corporate support and YOUR support will continue
to be essential for Chennai Heritage and Madras Musings to play
a greater role in creating awareness about the city, its heritage
and its environment. We therefore look forward to your sending
us your contributions IN ADDITION TO your subscriptions.

— THE EDITOR

(RUPBES .. )
Please keep / put me on your mailing list.

Note: Overseas postage Rs. 550/year extra. Cheques for
overseas postage alone payable to M/s. Lokavani South-
ern Printers Pvt. Ltd. All other cheques to ‘Chennai
Heritage'.

If in the coming year Chennai Heritage receives repeated
support from those of you who have already made contributions,
and if many more supporters join the bandwagon, we will not only
be able to keep Madras Musings going, but also be able to con-
tinue awareness-building exercises on on-going projects as well
as undertake one or two more such exercises.

Therefore, please keep your contributions coming IN ADDI-
TION TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS. If, say, you send in a cheque for
Rs.500, we will treat Rs.100 of it towards subscription to Madras
Musings for 2007-08 and the remaining Rs.400 as contribution to-
wards the causes Chennai Heritage espouses.

We look forward to all readers of Madras Musings, and those
newcomers who want to receive copies, sending in their
subscriptions. We are indeed sorry we can no longer remain a
free mailer.

— The Editor
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