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Will Metro relieve 
Chennai’s congestion 
and pollution? 

Madras Week album 

If the State and Central Gov-
ernment are to have their 

way, George Town, the heritage 
quarter of our city, is likely to 
soon be a thing of the past. 
On the anvil is a plan for the 
complete redevelopment of the 
space, including the creation 
of, hold your breath, a logistics 
park or a hub to cater to the 
financial and legal industry. The 
Government has opted to make 
a virtue out of every one of 
George Town’s weaknesses, all 
of which came about owing to 
prolonged neglect and apathy. 
The idea is laughable in the 
extreme and dangerous too, for 
it aims to destroy the cultural 

fabric of the space. But that the 
powers-that-be do not consider 
it to be so is quite clear from the 
recent pronouncements.

The  a rea  i t  ha s  been 
 announced, will be redeveloped 
with funds from the Centre’s 

based on the guidelines framed 
by the Justice Rajeswaran 
 Committee, which looked into 
the conditions required for 
granting amnesty to buildings 
that have violated regulations. 
George Town it was found, 
was filled with structures that 
deviated from the rules, the 
Commissioner of the Corpora-
tion stating that as much as 99 
per cent of the buildings here 
were put up in contravention 
of the laws. 

Now this is being made the 
basis for the proposed redevel-
opment. The area it is argued 

Now that Phase I is func-
tional, it is time to take 

stock of how the Metro is going 
to improve the city’s environ-
ment and citizens’ lifestyles 
when both phases are com-
pleted. Phase I of the Metro 
has cleared the traffic in many 
parts of Chennai and impart-
ed a modern look to the city. 

(Continued on page 3)

George Town 
to suffer 
redevelopment

 by The Editor

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation 
and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT). It will be recalled 
here that the Chennai Metro-
politan Development Authority 
has already been contemplating 
the redevelopment of the area 

– if so, when? 
Structures under Phase II, now 
set to take off, are going to be 
sleeker and less intrusive of road 
space. Beautification apart, 
the expectation from the mass 
transit system is that it will clear 
traffic congestion on the roads, 
reduce pollution, provide an 
inexpensive mode of transport 
and, because of its predictable 

schedule and speed, deliver 
more time for leisure. All this 
makes for a better quality of life 
when realised. 

Phase I is a sample, covering 
45km out of the total 163km of 
the two phases. Its results can 
now be extrapolated to  predict 

(Continued on page 2)

Our THEN is 
Mr. Muthiah cut-
ting a cake shaped 
like Central Sta-
tion, f lanked by 
Sriram V and Quiz 
Master V.V. Raman-
an. 

Our  NOW is 
a cake baked by 
Cake’kanum  where 
each layer incorpo-
rates some aspect of 
the City’s heritage.
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Food for all during 
Madras Week

The Week is over and The 
Man from Madras Mus-

ings sinks back into his chair 
with a sigh of relief. The eight 
talks that Musings hosted 
went off well and were well 
attended. The speakers spoke, 
MMM mused, the veteran 
after-speech-questioners ques-
tioned and the food predators 
preyed. In short, a good time 
was had by all. At the end of 
it however, MMM is quite 
happy to get back to his rou-
tine. There are only so many 
hours in a life that can be 
spent seated on a hotel chair. 

As always, even as Madras 
Week loomed large, MMM 
had begun to worry about the 
food question, namely how to 
keep the predators at bay. The 
pack, for those who came in 
late, comprises a set of people 
who charge at the food count-
ers during the Madras Week 
celebrations and eat everything 
placed there – cups, saucers 
glasses and an occasional table 
cloth included. For his private 
amusement, MMM has men-
tally labelled and categorised 
each of these – gorilla, which 
has a huge mouth and a larg-
er stomach and which keeps 
belching loudly after eating 
well, woolly mammoth –large 
and saturnine, which peers 
short-sightedly at food and 
then shoving aside everyone 
else reaches out for everything 
in sight, owl – slender and with 
huge spectacles and swoops 
down to peck at what is there, 
jackal – waits for others to 
charge ahead and then follows 
in their wake, clearing up 
everything that is there, vul-
ture, which in sharp contrast 
to all of above is female and 
silently goes about her work, 
polishing the dishes, and the 
grizzly, which embraces all 
kinds of food, the only quali-
fication being that they ought 
to be edible. To this, MMM 
now adds two new genus – 
penguin – a bird-like person 
always tightly packed into a 
black suit, and kangaroo – a 
woman who apart from eating 
well also put away significant 
quantities in a huge cloth 
bag, the contents of which 
MMM hopes were later given 
away to the poor and needy.

This year, with a view to 
controlling the food riots, 
MMM had instructed all ho-
tels to offer only coffee, tea 
and biscuits. Five out of the 
eight complied and mammoth 
expressed its disappointment 
by grunting deeply before 
drowning his sorrows in a few 
thousand cups of coffee. But 
then came day five when the 
hosting hotel refused to listen 
to all of MMM’s entreaties and 
having cast him aside insisted 
on laying out food. When 
MMM reached the venue he 
was greeted with what ap-
peared to be a scene straight 

out of the French Revolution. 
Foragers ran amok. Kangaroo 
was the item number of the 
evening, stuffing vegetable 
wraps into a bag, while water 
bottles were vanishing into an-
other repository. She reminded 
MMM of Citizeness Defarge. 
The only aspect missing was 
the clicking of knitting nee-
dles. Order was restored only 
with the announcement that 
the talk was about to begin. 
This being considered by the 
predators as only the secondary 
and less important part of the 
proceedings, they continued 
hunting for food until there 
was none left. Days 6 and 7 
witnessed the same unruly 
behaviour and then  finally 
Day 8 saw order restored with 
just coffee, tea and water.

Penguin, of whom MMM 
referred to earlier, had another 
disconcerting habit – he asked 
questions in a fashion where 
he could always highlight his 
importance. Thus in a talk 
on healthcare he said he had 
been the key person behind 
the arrangements for housing 
for paramedics at the hospital 

appearance towards the end 
of one of the Madras Musings 
events, just to smile at every-
one. Penguin, who it appears 
was in the know about the 
arrival, beamed at the the man 
and offered him his seat. This, 
the celebrity was not too keen 
on accepting – a sentiment 
that MMM fully concurred 
with. Given the quantity that 
penguin ate, it would have 
been risky to sit where he had 
roosted. And so old Power-
(ful) gravitated to the third 
row and sat there. To give 
him due credit, he listened 
intently to what was going on, 
even though there was just 
about five minutes of it left. 

 At the end of the Q&A 
session, one of the celebri-
ty’s acolytes rushed to MMM 
and presented his, the ac-
olyte’s, card, rather in the 
manner of an ambassador 
presenting credentials to a 
monarch. With a low bow he 
then said that the Electric Star 
was here and so could MMM 
make a mention of him? Now 
MMM is too seasoned a vet-
eran for all that and so he 
pretended not to have heard. 

Elsewhere in the city, a 
television channel tried its best 
to get MMM to participate in 
a debate on whether Madras 
Week was at all necessary. 
MMM said he would rather 
abstain as he really did not 
see any reason for a long de-
bate. If you liked the city you 
celebrated and if you did not 
feel up to it, nobody could 
force you to. That was not the 
point said the caller. There 
was a film director who had 
commented that those who 
really made Chennai great had 
“all been driven away from the 
city and others were trying to 
cash in and celebrate,” and 
so could MMM counter this. 
MMM decided that he would 
rather not. But it did make 
him wonder as to who these 
people who made Chennai 
great and who later had to flee 
were. Could it be the Brit-
ish? Or the Telugu-speaking 
people? MMM has no clue 
and he is fairly certain that 
the director had none either.

Lastly, did you know that 
posters were actually put up 
around the Chintadripet-Park 
Town area celebrating August 
22nd as the day to honour 
Damarla Chennappa Nayak, 
the man whose son granted 
the land to the British and 
also lent his name to the city? 
While MMM is not so certain 
as to how old Chennappa 
looked, and in the poster he 
does resemble a wrestler, he 
is rather glad that the old 
man is being remembered. 
MMM also wonders as to 
whether this community cel-
ebrating the man could offer 
a suitable counter to the film 
director referred to above. 

–MMM

chain named after the sun god. 
In a talk on a famed cine-villain 
of the past, he claimed to have 
been the protégé of the direc-
tor who first made aforesaid 
cine-villain famous. Clearly 
penguin was a cock sparrow 
pretending to be a peacock.

Cashing in on 
 Madras Week
There are small but sure 

signs that ye olde Madras 
Week is beginning to punch 
above its weight and is all set 
on the road to bigger things. 
The first indication was when 
Heir Apparent for Long and 
now Chief Minister in Waiting 
(for a long while), tweeted his 
greetings to the people of the 
city on the occasion of Madras 
Week. And there was a Minis-
ter who mentioned this hith-
erto unmentionable event by 
name and wished everyone on 
the occasion. There was also 
a once Power(ful) Star now 
in a phase of load shedding, 
who decided to make a grand 

SHORT ’N’ 
SNAPPY

the likely outcome of the  second 
phase. The completed 45 km is 
too short a stretch to yield any 
noticeable benefits, but the pre-
liminary results are still valuable 
for the lessons they carry – they 
can help estimate the likely out-
comes and financial viability of 
the full network of 163km with 
all interconnections providing 
well-spread reach and multiple 
access options. 

From 2016 to 2019, ridership 
has increased to 2.72 crores 
per annum, the latter figure 
calculated by annualising the 
actual January-May 2019 us-
age. While this as a number 
appears impressive, it translates 
to a daily usage covering only 
75,000 people. The low usage is 
understandable because access 
is limited to a relatively small 
area served by 45km of track 
length as opposed to 163km 
with the entire “spider” inter-
connections in position. Under 
conditions of wide reach after 
Phase II, the present rate of 
usage is equivalent to double 
i.e. 1.5 lakh ridership per day 
over the 45km stretch. For 
5-bogie trains providing service 
for 18 hours from 5am to 11pm 
within the 45 km track length, 
and allowing for off-peak hour 
usage variance, the capacity of 
the system is calculated to be 
about 7 lakh people per day. 
The present effective usage is 
thus only 21 per cent (approx-
imately 1.5 lakhs) of a capacity 
of 7 lakhs per day. 

High fares and lack of last 
mile connectivity, apart from 
the limited utility of a truncated 
version, could be reasons for 
the low levels of utilisation. 
There are signs that efforts are 
on to correct the connectivity 
deficiency. CMRL estimates 
that 122 feeder buses and 800 
bicycles are required for con-
nectivity in Phase I; Phase II, 
when it eventually becomes 
operative, will need double 
those numbers. That leaves the 
issue of affordable fare rates, a 
critical fix for both phases of the 
Metro project if it is to meet its 
objectives.

Against this background, it 
is possible to make an educat-
ed guess of how far Chennai 
Metro, when completed down 
to a last mile connectivity ar-
rangement, would be able to 
meet its objectives. At a full 
network length of 163 km, with 
all interconnections in place, 
the capacity is estimated to 
be about 32 lakh ridership per 
day, allowing for off-peak usage 
variances. CMRL’s target of 
19.2 ridership per day by 2025 
implies that the project would 
be completed only by 2025 and 
not by 2022 as originally envis-
aged. The ridership target also 
seems pessimistic and incongru-
ent with their own target of 7 
lakhs per day for Phase I alone, 
which is only about a fourth of 

the eventual completed track 
length. 

For a population of 75 lakhs, 
the likely number of trips by 
potential Metro users can be 
guesstimated. If from each 
household of five members, 
two make work-related trips 
outside their locality, the users 
would number 30 lakhs; but, 
allowing for car users and others 
still preferring alternate means 
of mobility at, say, 30 per cent, 
21 lakhs are potential Metro 
users making two trips a day, to 
and from work, accounting for 
42 lakh trips per day. Against 
this demand the Metro has a 
capacity to provide ridership of 
32 lakhs per day, as per our esti-
mate, or 19 lakhs as per CMRL’s 
estimate, which is 75 per cent or 
45 per cent of the demand, re-
spectively – if connectivity and 
price estimates are accurate. 
Even by the lower estimate, 
mitigation of polluting surface 
traffic to the extent of 45 per 
cent is, indeed, something to 
look forward to as it would 
make a noticeable difference 
to the environment. But if the 
project is going to completed 
only in 2025, six more years will 
have gone by with accumulated 
congestion reaching unbearable 
limits. By then the capacity 
estimated by CMRL may fall 
short, meeting much less than 
the targeted 45 per cent. 

With 296km track length 
and 27 lakhs ridership per day, 
Delhi Metro utilises 71 per cent 
of its capacity and has been 
able to reduce losses from Rs. 
348 crore in 2016-17 to Rs. 145 
crore in 2017-18. Therefore, 
for Chennai Metro, prospects 
of break-even at the operating 
level are bright if full capacity 
utilisation is attained by imag-
inative pricing for maximising 
revenue. Operational expenses 
will not vary greatly whether 
the carriage is occupied by 50 
passengers or 200. Therefore, it 
follows that more the number of 
passengers, greater the revenue 
collection without a corre-
sponding increase in operating 
expenses.

Lower fares alone may not be 
enough without a secure policy 
committing that fares would 
continue to be maintained at 
affordable levels. Most passen-
gers taking to the Metro would 
be motorcycle users who must 
choose between the Metro and 
the bike, the latter involving a 
borrowing decision locking up 
Rs. 60-70,000. Streamlining bus 
routes and relocating bus stops 
to integrate them with Metro 
network is as important as last 
mile connectivity to  derive 
maximum advantage from an 
integrated transport system. 
While all these  measures lie 
within grasp, mounting  traffic 
congestion year after year 
makes the target of 2025 for 
completion of Phase II seem so 
far away, imparting a tinge of 
disappointment.

METRO AND CHENNAI POLLUTION
(Continued from page 1)
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English language films made 
in India by Indians are quite 

uncommon, and sometimes 
tend to be self-conscious and 
stilted. Of course, there have 
been a few lovely exceptions, 
and some of the better efforts 
can be free-flowingly multi-lin-
gual, at least bilingual, as many 
of us are in real life conversa-
tions. The recent India pre-
miere of His Father’s Voice, 
produced by Kavadi Produc-
tions – the Puducherry-based 
husband and wife team of K. 
Kaarthikeyan Kirubhakaran 
and Ashwini Pratap Pawar, 
along with Shankar Kirubha-
karan – was refreshingly free of 
artifice, despite a storyline that 
offered plenty of scope for just 
that kind of treatment. It traces 
the journey, both physical and 
spiritual, of Kris, a young male 
dancer battling the rage, con-
fusion and acute sense of loss 
that follow the estrangement 
of his parents and his father’s 
absence from his life since his 
boyhood days. Happily, the film 
has equally successfully avoid-
ed the safe path of a maudlin 
tearjerker.

Twelve years ago, Kaar-
thikeyan co-produced Loins 
of Punjab, a rollicking comedy 
with an Indo-American cast 
that included Shabana Azmi, 
but His Father’s Voice marks his 
directorial debut. The director 
shows a keen understanding 
of the medium, particularly in 
the restrained performances he 
has extracted from the danc-
ers (as against the relatively 
exaggerated abhinaya of their 
Bharatanatyam training), and 

the authentic dance scenes 
filmed in sylvan surroundings. 
Hints of extramarital romance 
are handled delicately, if with 
unexpected candour, as when 
the father (P.T. Narendran) 
tells his daughter (Sudharma 
Vaithianathan), “There were 
moments,” on being asked if he 
had been troubled by his wife’s 
relationship with her American 
student (Jeremy Roske). It is 
for the same reason that the 
American’s wife (Julia Koch) 
returns to the US with their 
son, while her husband stays on 
in India to pursue his passion for 
Indian music. 

The film has a happy end-
ing with the music and dance 
deeply entrenched in the souls 
of the protagonists reuniting 

a movingly metaphorical scene 
of filial love from the Ramayana, 
which ever so subtly adds to 
the poignancy of the narrative. 
The cinematography (Kaar-
thikeyan) fits in unobtrusively 
with the picturesque locale. 
The editing (Keerthana Murali 
and Shaurya Pratap Singh) and 
art direction (Divya Goswami) 
are pleasingly compatible with 
the languid pace of the film. 
One area which could do with 
improvement is that of the di-
alogue delivery of a few actors.

Apart from the tastefully 

choreographed dance scenes, 
the music by Vedanth Bharad-
waj, an integral part of the story, 
is hauntingly beautiful, as are 
the voices of Vedanth and Bind-
humalini Narayanaswamy. The 
songs and the story – “a reflec-
tion of my own inner journey”– 
by Kaarthikeyan show promise 
of greater things to come. 

His Father’s Voice, which was 
enthusiastically received at its 
Hollywood premiere last year, 
is a commendable contribution 
from Tamil country to world 
cinema. 

His Father’s Voice – 
a Bharatanatyam-inspired drama

 by 
V. Ramnarayan

father and son in a moving, if 
somewhat predictable, climax. 
The acting is of high quality, 
with Ashwini quite brilliant 
as wife-dancer-painter-teach-
er-mother, quite an accomplish-
ment for a dancer in real life 
with no on-screen acting expe-
rience. The other dancers in the 
film, P.T. Narendran, Sudharma 
and Christopher Gurusamy, 
have given creditable acting 
performances too, with Chris-
topher portraying the angst and 
anger of his character with a 
surprising depth of understand-
ing. Kalakshetra veteran C.K. 
Balagopalan and senior dancer 
Bragha Bessell are featured in 

Remembering 
Mr. S. Muthiah 

I was going though the  August 
2019 issue of Madras Musings 

when I thought of sending you 
this note narrating my interac-
tion with Mr. S. Muthiah and 
how Madras Musings inspired 
us in Kochi. 

Madras  Mus ing s  i s  an 
 extraordinary idea given shape 
by its legendary founder Mr. S. 
Muthiah. 

I recall having a couple of 
conversations with Mr. Muth-
iah seeking his help for get-
ting information (that is lying 
 buried in the archives of the 
erstwhile Madras Presidency) 
about  Cochin.

His suggestion was that we 
engage a young student to dive 
into the realms of information 
lying in the Archives. Somehow 
we never got to proceeding with 
suggestion. That idea though 
is still in the must do list. Per-
haps now under the aegis of 
 INTACH Kochi. 

Incidentally when I was 
President of Cochin Chamber 
in 2006-08 we started a month-
ly by the name Cochin Chronicle 
borrowing the idea from Madras 
Musings. This too was support-
ed by Kochi organisations as 
a public service. It survived 
for a while but does not exist 
anymore. 

Though much belated, this 
note I share with you as a trib-
ute to S. Muthiah. 

Jose Dominic 
Co-founder CGH Earth 

(Former Convenor 
INTACH Kochi 

Now co-convenor)

GEORGE TOWN 
 REDEVELOPMENT
(Continued from page 1)

has so many buildings that are 
faulty that the only way out 
is a new plan. The question 
is, why did the civic body and 
the planning authority look 
the other way when all these 
violations were going on? Are 
all the builders and the officials 
who collaborated with them to 
be allowed to go scot-free? And 
are we not in reality rewarding 
them with fresh construction 
opportunities?

It is quite clear that the Gov-
ernment has no plans to rejuve-
nate George Town keeping its 
heritage character in mind. On 
the anvil are plans to invite con-
sultants and go about the pro-
cess in the same way in which 
the City’s  Master Plan is usu-
ally developed. Unfortunately, 

George Town is somewhat dif-
ferent – it is not one of those 
20th Century housing colonies 
that follow modern layouts. The 
entire area came up in the 17th 
and 18th Centuries when mo-
torised transport was unheard 
of and most people walked. 
The streets are narrow and they 
define the area’s character, as 
do the many old buildings that 
still survive here. These latter 
open on to the street, with no 
setbacks or parking spaces. 
Many, unless they were built 
as commercial structures, serve 
dual purposes – as shops on the 
ground floor and residences on 
the first. There are unique con-
struction styles and techniques 
here that allow for ventilation 
and light, despite the crowding 
together of buildings. To allow 
for modern high rise here, and 

this is something that has been 
going on surreptitiously for 
quite some time now, is nothing 
short of foolishness. The infra-
structure of the place is already 
stretched and if it now were to 
have multi-storey buildings it 
will push water and sewage re-
quirements beyond all capacity. 

At the same time it is to be 
recognised that the residents 
cannot be denied their right to 
good quality of living. This, giv-
en the years of neglect, has to be 
a slow process if the character 
of the area is to be preserved. 
People need to be made to ap-
preciate sustainable models of 
living and the benefits of con-
servation. Nobody, including 
the administration, has time 
or the political will for that. 
Hence this rush to modernise, 
at all cost. 

Chartered accountant Karthik Bhatt and journalist Srinivasa 
Ramanujam won the annual Madras Quiz 2019 on Sunday held 
at the MMA auditorium in the city. It was held as part of the 
annual Madras Day celebrations.

Both are residents of the Mylapore neighbourhood.
The duo climbed up steadily in the final round of the quiz 

which featured six teams, all seasoned quizzers.
The quiz, supported wholly by the Murugappa Group saw an 

attendance of over 500 people. Dr. Sumanth C. Raman was the 
quiz master; all questions were on the city, its history, people and 
places. – Mylapore Times.

MADRAS WEEK SNIPPETS
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Chennai Heritage Lectures during Madras Week
Muthiah Memorial Event: Panel discussion on Water 
Management was held on August 22th at Hotel Savera. 
The speakers were  Ranganath N. Krishna, MD/CEO of 
Grundfos Pumps, Ashok Vardhan Shetty, IAS Retd. and 
Karthikeya Sivasenapathy (Sivasenapathy Kangayam 
Cattle Research Foundation) and moderated by Sushila 
Ravindranath. Seen here with N. Shankar, Director, 
Chennai Heritage and Sriram V., Editor.  

Above: ‘Butterfly watching with Mahil’ at Kotturpuram Tree Park and left: children at the 
Tree-Sure Hunt. Both events were organised by Nizhal.

Above: S. Sowmya in conversation 
with Sriram V. on her journey in music 
at The Park on August 20th and right; 
Maadhu Balaji in conversation with 
Baradwaj Rangan as a Tribute to Crazy 
Mohan at Hanu Reddy Residences on 
August 21, 2019.

Vikram Doctor on Ten Iconic Food Books from Madras at Radisson Blu on August 
25, 2019.

U.S. Ambassador Kenneth I. Juster commemorated the 50th anniversary of the U.S. Consulate General building in 
Chennai on Tuesday, August 20.  He was joined by the Honorable K. Pandiarajan, Minister for Tamil Official Language 
and Tamil Culture; Chennai historian, V. Sriram; U.S. Consul General Robert Burgess; and distinguished guests and 
patrons of the American Center in Chennai. Held on the eve of the 380th founding of Madras, the event celebrated the 
longstanding cultural, educational, and commercial ties between the United States and South India.  Ambassador Juster 
inaugurated a photo exhibit depicting fifty years of U.S. diplomatic engagement and cultural exchanges.  The Ambassador 
also honored Chennai’s famed chronicler, S. Muthiah, dedicating a collection of his books for permanent display in the 
American Center.

Office of the US Consulate General, Chennai

Participants at the the 
Ramanujan Museum and 
Math Education Centre 
during one of the Madras 
Week walks and below: the 
walkers seen at Breakfast 
with the Parsis at Royapuram
on August 25, 2019.

Kathai Kalai Paramparyam walk at VR Chennai (August 24, 2019).

The Chetties of Chetpet and other stories led by Sriram V. (August 25, 2019).

Bohra Heritage Walk: On 
August  24, 2019 as part of 
Madras Week celebrations,  
a new heritage walk got 
added to the list giving  
an insight into a trading 
community that has made 
George Town its base. Led 
by an enthusiastic Tasneem 
Kutubuddin, a Dawoodi 
Bohra herself, participants 
got an insight into the Gujarati speaking Dawoodi Bohra Muslim community, its close 
to two centuries old history in Madras, its mosques, school, food and culture. The walk 
meandered through the crowded streets of  George Town, ending at their oldest mosque 
in Moore street. 

The Arcot Nawabs trail in 
Triplicane and Mylapore 
was conducted by Kombai 
S. Anwar. It traces the 
Arcot Nawab monuments 
in Triplicane. Over the years 
it has evolved into a tour 
by van covering Mylapore 
as well. As has been the 
practice over the the years, 
the current Prince of Arcot 
Nawab Muhammad Abdul 
Ali threw open the doors 

THREE PAGES OF MADRAS WEEK EVENTS

Above: one of the Madras Week 
events organised by Kreeda and right: 
Dr. Chitra Madhavan leading the 
participants to Dhenupurishwarar 
Temple ,  Madambakkam nea r 
Tambaram in a walk organised by 
INTACH.

of Amir Mahal, his magnificent residence to the heritage lovers, making it a memorable 
experience. 

Children along with their parents 
participated in the Photowalk along the 
First Line beach and the bylanes of Parrys 
on Aug. 28, 2019. The walk was organised 
by YOCee and was led by N. Ramaswamy, 
photoblogger.

(More events on page 8)

Heritage Walks were the flavour of Madras Week this year, with over 50 such events put together by 
organisations, individuals and groups. It shows how much enthusiasm there is to learn and explore 
in Chennai. We provide some representative photos here and in page 8.
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1. Name the articles recently 
repealed by the Government of 
India, that granted special status 
to Jammu and Kashmir.
2. Scientists from the University 
of Leeds recently announced the 
development of ‘Nanoseaweed’. 
At one million times thinner than 
the human fingernail, it is the 
world’s thinnest..?
3. As per the latest data released 
by Ethnologue, a directory of 
languages, which small coun-
try in Oceania has the highest 
number of living languages (840 
languages)?
4. Who is the only Indian woman 
in Forbes magazine’s top 15 ‘high-
est-paid women in sports’ list?
5. Name the actors who have won 
the Best Actor(Male) award in 
the 66th edition of the National 
Film Awards 2019.
6. As per the Motor Vehicles 
(Amendment) Act, 2019 what 
amount is the penalty for an in-
dividual driving without licence?
7. Which State claimed a world 
record by planting over 22 crore 
saplings, under its ‘Vriksharopan 
Mahakumbh’, in a day?
8. On August 9, which entity 
launched its own OS named 
HongMengOS?
9. In another instance of breaking 
the glass ceiling, what first is the 
former director of the National 
Institute of Immunology (NII), 
Delhi, Chandrima Shaha, set to 
achieve?
10. ‘Listening, Learning and 
Leading’ launched by Home 
Minister Amit Shah in Chennai 
chronicles two years in office of 
which leader?

*     *     *
11. Who donated the statue of 
Robert Caldwell that stands on 
the Marina?
12. Which temple’s fabled reli-
gious offering is the latest from 
the State to get the GI tag?
13. Name the two new districts to 
be formed from the trifurcation 
of Vellore?
14. Who is the latest Lok Sabha 
MP from the State?
15. Which church, consecrated 
in 1852, was built on land do-
nated by Thomas Parker Waller 
whose livery stables adjoined the 
property?
16. Which Mylapore institution 
was founded by R. Raghunatha 
Rao, V. Krishnaswami Aiyar and 
P.R. Sundara Aiyar in 1904?
17. Victor ______ Coutts-Trotter 
was the Chief Justice of the Ma-
dras HC between 1924-29. What 
is the missing name that is also 
the name of one of Madras’ iconic 
institutions?
18. What is the origin of the 
commonly used expletive ‘kedi’?
19. Where can one see the motto 
‘Doctrina Vim Promovet Insi-
tam’?
20. One of the oldest radiology 
institutes in the world is located 
in the Rajiv Gandhi General 
Hospital. Name it.

(Quizmaster V.V. Ramanan’s ques-
tions are from August 1st to 15th. 
Questions 11 to 20 relate to Chen-
nai and Tamil Nadu.)

(Answers on page 7)

The ‘99 houses’ of 
 Namberumal Chetty 

Whenever social media 
finds time hanging heavy 

on its hands, it re-circulates a 
post on T. Namberumal Chetty. 
And this trots out a certain 
amount of fact along with huge 
chunks of fiction. It is the stan-
dard Indian style of making 
myths in place of biographies of 
high achievers. 

The first of these myths is 
that the builder baron of 19th 
and early 20th Century Madras 
had 99 houses near the Spur-
tank and so the area came to 
be called Chetty Pettai after 
him, which later was corrupted 
to Chetpet. Truth is of course 
quite different. The historian 
K.V. Raman writes of how a 
noble in the camp of the Rash-
trakuta King Krishna III made a 
gift of gold to the Tiruvottriyur 
temple and this was deposited 
with the residents of Settruppe-
du in Thudarmuniyurnadu. 

Gometra and Qudsia, both now 
demolished, are remembered 
as residences of the mathema-
tician Srinivasa Ramanujan, 
whom Namberumal practically 
adopted and cared for in the 
former’s final days. Gometra was 
where Ramanujan died.

Rajamannar Avenue, com-
memorating Namberumal’s 
younger son, is now a road with 
houses on both sides but in its 
time it was clearly the drive 
leading to Crynant. The marble 
plaques that were in the original 
gate posts still survive. The one 
on the left reads Diwan Baha-
dur T. Namberumal Chetty, 
Crynant. Qudsia, Gometra and 
Lismoyle stood on the left of 
it, while Carisbrooke, Nutford 
and Sydenham were on the 
right. Of these, the third, fourth 
and sixth remain intact while 
Nutford is still remembered in 
name. 

On the marble plaque on 
the right you find the name 
C.T. Chetty inscribed. This 
was Caranapati Thoguparti 
Alwar Chetty, Namberumal’s 
son-in-law, married to elder 
daughter Andalamma. He lived 
at Lismoyle at least until 1920, 
while being a partner in Nam-
berumal’s timber business. He 
later became a partner in V. 
Perumal Chetty & Sons and 
moved to Gorleston, a vast 
garden bungalow at the end 
of Harrington Road, opposite 
Gilchrist Avenue. On a part 
of it came up a beautiful Arya 
Vysya hostel building, recently 

demolished. Gorleston itself has 
vanished, its extensive grounds 
now Tarapore Avenue.

Namberumal ’s  younger 
daughter Chandramma married 
C.T. Alwar Chetty’s younger 
brother C.V. Krishnaswami 
Chetty. Educated in Manches-
ter, he came back and joined 
the Corporation of Madras as 
Electrical Engineer, in which 
capacity he illuminated the 
principal thoroughfares of the 
city. He is better remembered 
for being the father of radio 
broadcasting in India, begin-
ning the Madras Presidency Ra-
dio Club in 1924. Krishnaswami 
Chetty lived in Sydenham, with 
canny Namberumal ensuring 
that the Corporation paid the 
rent for it! After his retirement, 
Krishnaswami Chetty shifted 
to Acton Lodge behind Crynant, 
which is still remembered in 
name. 

The offices of Namberumal 
Chetty, with its army of ma-
sons, carpenters, draughtsmen 
and clerks functioned from 
where Kuchalambal Kalyana 
Mandapam is today. His grand-
daughter remembers leftover 
construction material from 
some of Madras’ colonial build-
ings littering the compound 
for years. It was also in the 
vicinity that Namberumal put 
up a bungalow entirely made 
of tin and timber! Known as 
Thagara Bungalow, it survived 
for long – originally designed as 
a makeshift residence that his 
men could put up wherever he 
travelled! 

The best years of the family 
business were clearly till the old 
man’s death in 1925. His elder 
son Rangamannar was a chip 
off the old block and much 
was expected of him but he 
died relatively young. There-
after, the business devolved on 
younger son Rajamannar who 
struggled in a changing world. 
With grandson Ramachandra 
chosing to administer the family 
trusts and his brother Nambe-
rumal junior opting to settle 

LOST LANDMARKS OF CHENNAI
– SRIRAM V

daughter, N. Panchali, who is 
shortly to enter into her 100th 
year. These, taken from the en-
trance of Harrington Road and 
all to the right of it, were Raven-
scroft (this was the first house 
that Namberumal built accord-
ing to his granddaughter), Mer-
ton, Carisbrooke, Nutford, Syden-
ham, Gometra, Qudsia, Lismoyle 
(which also appears to have 
briefly been named Dilkusha), 
Crynant, Mariposa, Mentmore, 
Acton Lodge, Torquay, Claycroft 
and Mercy Cottage. According 
to Panchali, the houses, apart 
from Crynant, which was always 
meant to be the family home, 
were rented out to ICS and 
other Government officers and 
Namberumal was quite happy 
for them to bestow whatever 
name they fancied on their res-
idences. Some it would appear, 
like Dilkusha, changed names. 
Mercy Cottage later became 
Mentmore and was the residence 
in the 1940s of the educationist 
Kuruvilla Jacob even as he shift-
ed the MCC High School from 
the Esplanade to Chetpet.

Of Namberumal’s set of 
15 houses listed above, some 
have attained immortality. His 
Crynant still stands, a ghostly 
mansion that houses the family 
trusts and also has the family 
temple dedicated to Venugopa-
laswami on one side. Some of 
the design features of Crynant 
are clearly inspired by the ed-
ifices that Namberumal built. 
The doorway leading to the 
grand staircase has a frame that 

Crynant, the residence of T. Namberumal Chetty.

This village is identified by 
him as modern Chetpet. An 
article in the Adyar Library 
Bulletin of 1958 quotes from a 
map of 1798, which clearly has 
the village of Chetpet marked. 
And so, the place existed long 
before Namberumal Chetty 
came along. 

It is only from the 1880s that 
we find the master contractor’s 
name associated with the area. 
It was in 1880 that he landed 
his first contract, that of laying 
the drains at Jagannathapuram, 
which is just north of Chetpet, 
separated from the latter area 
by the Munro Bridge. From 
then Namberumal’s rise was 
rapid and he clearly invested 
in much real estate in the same 
area. Now we come to the leg-
end that he purchased around 
2000 grounds in Chetpet and 
put up 99 houses here. This is 
evidently an impossibility, for 
that would make him the owner 
of around 111 acres in the area. 
The largest of Namberumal’s 
houses was his residence – 
Crynant, and it still survives, 
retaining most of its acreage. It 
spans 64 grounds and so spans 
around three acres and a bit. 

A map of Madras dating to 
the 1920s, by when Nambe-
rumal was nearing the end of 
his life, shows not more than 
31 residences in the whole of 
Chetpet. Of these, the ones on 
the left of Harrington Road as 
you enter it, did not belong to 
Namberumal as their histories 
are quite clearly documented. (Continued on page 7)

What is of interest are the hous-
es on the right, for this where 
the builder constructed is his 
famed residences. 

Fortunately for us, the map 
of 1920s has the names of most 
of the houses here marked and 
the ones owned by Namberum-
al are remembered by his grand-

sports the same pattern as the 
compound wall of the Govern-
ment Museum. The top storey 
is identical to a wing of the 
Connemara Public Library. A 
round keep on the side, which 
evidently houses a spiral stair-
way, is similar to many in the 
High Court. Among the others, 
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 First Class Cricketer V.B. 
Chandrasekhar passed 
away in August. This is a 
trubute to him.

Krish Srikkanth’s swashbuck-
ling approach made his 

partner look pedestrian but if 
there was one exception it was 
V.B. Chandrasekhar. He was the 
only batsman who could match 
Srikkanth in daredevilry and 
on many occasions outscored 
him when the two opened for 
Tamil Nadu. And at the MAC 
stadium on October 5, 1988 
Srikkanth was forced to play 
second fiddle and in fact was 
little more than a spectator 
at the other end as VB blazed 
forth with the kind of strokes 
that were of the mind boggling 

When VB overshadowed 
Srikkanth

and eye rubbing variety. The 
occasion was the Irani trophy 
game between Ranji Trophy 
champions Tamil Nadu and the 
Rest of India. ROI had led off by 
getting 433 in their first innings 
and Tamil Nadu in reply were 
all out for 226. By now the pitch 
was aiding spin and ROI in their 
second innings were shot out 
for 132. This left Tamil Nadu 
with a tough victory target of 
340 on a turning track and with 
bowlers of the calibre of Naren-
dra Hirwani and Gopal Sharma 
on duty for ROI.

One way to approach this 
sort of target is to grind your 
way out but with Srikkanth 
and VB at the crease there 
was never any chance of Tamil 
Nadu adopting his tactic. They 

just went hammer and tongs at 
the bowling and for the first few 
overs they were level pegging 
as far as the scoring was con-
cerned. Then VB struck the 
purple patch that ultimately 
not just ensured a remarkable 
victory for Tamil Nadu but in 

in January that year was treated 
harshly and went for 82 runs in 
his 17 overs. Sharma fared bet-
ter in that he took six wickets 
but he too was not spared by 
VB and conceded 133 runs in 
33 overs.

VB just went along his merry 
way getting his 100 of just 56 
balls with eight sixes and eight 
fours. Ultimately he was out for 
119 off 78 balls hitting three 
more fours and totally dominat-
ing the first wicket partnership 
of 154 with Srikkanth who was 
in his 30s when VB was out. 
Thanks in the main to VB’s 
pyrotechnics Tamil Nadu were 
able to register an unexpected 
three wicket victory.

There was only one selector 
N.S. Tamhane who was present 

to watch VB at his dazzling 
best but so awe struck was 
he that he told reporters he 
would strongly recommend the 
batsman for higher honours 
to his other co-selectors. Sure 
enough by the time December 
rolled around VB was opening 
the innings for India against 
New Zealand at Vishakapatnam 
– with Srikkanth. It is another 
matter that his international 
career didn’t really take off but 
that one innings still remains 
very much part of Indian crick-
eting folklore.

 by 
Partab Ramchand

the process also enabled him to 
reach the fastest hundred ever 
scored by an Indian in first class 
cricket. He left Srikkanth way 
behind and used his willow like 
a sword to rattle the bowlers. 
Hirwani returning to the scene 
where he took a world record 
16 wickets for 136 runs on his 
Test debut against West Indies 

abroad, the houses were all that 
remained to tell the story. Most 
of these changed hands, leaving 
Crynant the sole survivor. 

It is of course quite likely 
that Namberumal owned 99 
houses and that these were 
scattered all over the city. He 
did own Jarrett’s Garden in 

(Continued from page 6)

The ’99 houses’ of  
Namberumal Chetty 

Egmore (see Lost Landmarks 
MM, March 1, 2018) and there 
was his first residence Ananda 
Bhavan in George Town for 
instance. But to say he had 99 
houses in Chetpet is just plain 
fiction. Of course, that it is 
possible to build 99 residences 
these days in the area occupied 
by each of Namberumal’s hous-
es is another matter. 

Sukrtam Foundation, a 
non-profit trust founded by 
Sangita Kalanidhi elect Vidushi 
Dr. S. Sowmya, presented the 
first edition of Musicarnival on 
August 3rd and 4th in Chennai 
this year. Inaugurated by N 
Murali (President, The Music 
Academy), the event aimed 
at bringing Chennai’s music 
community together to share 
& exchange their knowledge 
of music from refreshingly new 
perspectives – participants were 
regaled by musical puzzles, 
skits, performances and even 
a musical treasure hunt. The 
city’s prominent musicians like 
Nithyasree Mahadevan, Sudha 
Raghunathan, Anantha R. 
Krishnan, N. Vijay Siva, the sis-
ters Ranjini-Gayatri and more 
lent their support to the ini-
tiative, by participating in the 
event alongside music lovers 
and artistes of all ages. 

Meena, a member of the 
organizing committee, says 
that the idea was conceived 
around 20 years back, when 
present-day eminent musicians 
were children. They would 
play with and challenge each 
other by creating and solving 
musical puzzles, learning more 
while having fun in the process. 
Sowmya, now a faculty member 
at the Music Academy, carried 
forward the tradition with her 
class, sending a musical riddle 
each day for her students to 

A fun way to learn more 
about music 

MUSICARNIVAL

solve – a jumbled kriti, for in-
stance. Recognizing the poten-
tial of the format to study music 
from a different point of view 
and also encourage students 
to find the fun in learning, she 
decided to open the game to 
the public under the aegis of 
the Sukrtam Foundation. The 
team worked for three months 
on the project, baptizing the 
event ‘Musicarnival’. Apart 
from their immediate peers and 
professional circles, the organiz-

ing team also personally invited 
schools and colleges such as 
Vidya Mandir Mylapore, PSBB 
(TP Road & KK Nagar), Queen 
Mary’s College and Madras 
University to participate in 
Musicarnival. 

The attending teams put 
up stalls, bidding visitors to try 
their hand at solving the unusu-
al music puzzles and tricks they 
had each devised. The Music 
Academy’s stall, for instance, 
included a novel raga-based 
maze made of swarasthanam 
paths which one had to solve 
by identifying the key swaras 
and the sthanas they occupied 
(spoiler: the answer was shan-
karabharanam!). The students 
of MOP Vaishnav college chal-
lenged participants with their 
‘Sapta Thala’ quiz and ‘Math 
in Music’ puzzles; Kalakshetra 
pupils invited them to play 
their special version of Dumb 
Charades, ‘Abinaya Charades’; 
and the team from Shankara 
Gana Vidya Nilayam chal-

lenged stall visitors to ‘Find 
the Pallavi’. Team Rhythm, a 
set of enterprising youngsters 
who formed their own group, 
bade participants to ‘Match 
the Thalam’ and ‘Guess the 
Artiste’. All in all, Musicarnival 
had 93 games across 15 stalls, 
with participants collecting 
coupons for every right answer. 
They took home prizes depend-
ing on the number of coupons 
they bagged. The skillful who 
gathered more than 70 cou-
pons qualified for a lucky draw 
with a secret bumper prize – 
music playing device Carvaan 
from Lakshman Sruti. For the 
 adventurous, Musicarnival took 
them on a treasure hunt across 

Answers to Quiz
 1. Article 370 and 35A, 2. Gold, 3. Papua New Guinea, 4. The new 
World badminton champion P.V. Sindhu, 5. Ayushmann Khurrana and 
Vicky Kaushal, 6. Rs. 5000, 7. Uttar Pradesh, 8. Huawei Technologies, 
9. First woman President of Indian National Science Academy, the 
apex body of Indian scientists, 10. Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu.

* * *
11. Church of South India, 12. Palani panchamirtham, 13. Tirupathur 
and Ranipet, 14. DMK’s Kathir Anand, 15.Christ Church on Mount 
Road, 16.Ranade Library, 17. Murray (of Murray & Co. fame), 18. 
From the abbreviation KD (Known Delinquent), 19. On the coat of 
arms of the University of Madras, 20. Barnard Institute of Radiology.

Chennai, based on the city’s 
musical history.

Apart from games and puz-
zles, Musicarnival also invited 
interested participants to put 
up performances of their own. 
A group of young children 
entertained the audience with 
a charming puppet show on 
Bharathiyar, ‘Meesa Maama 
Enna Sollirkaaru?’ The older 
kids put up a skit, narrating sto-
ries of vaggeyakaras like Puran-
daradasa, Dikshitar, Tyagaraja 
and Syama Sastri. 

An open mic stage was also 
set up for anyone to showcase 
their talent, sparking impromp-
tu as well as polished perfor-
mances. The creative tried 
their hand at jamming together, 
making musical instruments out 
of kitchen utensils like forks 
and spoons, tins, paint dabbas 
and rattles. The two-day fest 
also had just-for-fun stalls like 
mehendi, goli soda, filter coffee 
and chaat, leaving music-lov-
ers with happy hearts and full 
stomachs.

– Varsha Venugopal

Team Sukrtam.

V.B. Chandrasekhar.
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Participants at the Anna Nagar Walks organised by S. Thirupurasundari Sevvel. 

On August 24, journalist 
Govi Lenin took heritage buffs 
on a tour of the various journal 
offices that were associated with 
the early days of the social jus-
tice Dravidian movement. 

On August 10, 2019, a group of 18 citizens of Chennai 
led by Vikas Madhav, birdwatched along the road to the 
 Perumbakkam Tank. The participants were given observa-
tion sheets to record the birds they spotted and a Pocket 
Guide of the Birds of Tamil Nadu to relate to the birds they 
were watching. Below: Participants of the Kelambakkam 
Backwaters nature walk organised by Madras Naturalists’ 
Society. 

Exploring the Mercantile history of Kutchery Road 
Walk organised by Madras Inherited.

Independence Movement – 
Mylapore Walk organised by Past 
Forward. RK Salai East Walk organised by Nivedita Louis.


