
 by The Editor

On the one hand it is good 
news. The Chennai Metro 

Water Supply and Sewerage 
Board (CMWSSB) is looking 
at creating a museum at the 
Kilpauk Water Works. The Po-
lice Commissioner’s Office in 
the city is setting up a museum 
at its old office in Egmore. The 
Corporation is debating the 
possibility of a city museum 
in Victoria Public Hall. Three 
great institutions of the city 
almost simultaneously working 
on museums for themselves! 
What more could we ask for? 
The question is how sustain-
able will these be in the long 
run given that they will almost 
certainly be run by the Gov-
ernment?

Let us face it. These inten-
tions are noble. But going by 
past record, will the fate of 
these proposed museums be 
any different to others such 
as the Government Museum 
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or two prize exhibits but even 
they do not rely on just this. 
Museums are today into rotat-
ing what is on display, they put 
up special shows, curate events 
and have overall become lively 
places where people congre-
gate. Unfortunately for us, our 
museums do not encourage 
such creative activities. 

One of the reasons why 
museums abroad go to such 
an extent to reinvent them-
selves is that funding for their 
existence cannot be taken for 
granted. Here again, we are 
referring to small and niche 
museums and not the big ones. 
In Chennai for instance, the 
water, police and city museums 
will fall under the niche cate-
gory. Assured funding, which 
takes care of existence and sal-
aries immediately destroys any 
initiative to market what is on 
display. Museums overseas are 

Egmore or the Fort Museum? 
Both have had the same arte-
facts on display for years and 
if you have been there often 
enough you can even identify 
the locations blindfolded. True, 
there have been improvements 
in the methods of display and 
lighting but it cannot be denied 
that when compared to what 
is happening internationally 

A pro TN & Chennai Union 
Budget in election year

It was to be expected of course 
– with a high stakes election 

to the State Assembly just 
around the corner, Tamil Nadu 
and Chennai were bound to 
receive special attention in 
the Union Budget. Not that 
we are complaining. Following 
the Finance Minister’s presen-
tation of the 2021-22 Union 
Budget, Madras Musings spoke 
to Srivats Ram (MD, Wheels 
India and President, Madras 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry) on the budget’s big-
gest takeaways for our state 
and city.

With it’s considerable focus 
on infrastructure development, 
the Union Budget 2021-22 
has largely been well-received. 
“It brought people a sense 
of relief,” said Srivats Ram. 
“Taxes have not been raised. 

The Budget also spends money 
where expected – healthcare 
and  infrastructure have in-
creased significantly.” He also 
pointed out that the Budget 
has allocated for quite a few 
five-year-plan projects, under-
lining a certain degree of policy 

tion is a new term that has been 
highlighted in this Budget.”

With Tamil Nadu enjoying 
reasonable success in bringing 
in investment to the state, 
the Budget’s infrastructure 
spends augur well for the state’s 
appetite for growth. In fact, 
Tamil Nadu has been given a 
fair amount of emphasis in the 
Budget, which has left people 
feeling largely positive. “Funds 
to the tune of approximately 
Rs.1 lakh crore have been set 
aside for 3,500 kms of national 
highway projects in the state,” 
pointed out Srivats. The con-
struction of two major routes 
– the Bengaluru-Chennai Ex-
pressway and the Salem-Chen-
nai Expressway – is also slated 
to commence this year. Better 
roads mean better logistics, 

More museums for 
Madras

and even in cities such Delhi, 
Kolkata and Mumbai, our mu-
seums are way behind. There is 
a deadening monotony about 
them that do not encourage 
repeat visits. 

The world over, museums 
have recognised that the only 
way to survive is by getting 
repeat footfalls and tapping 
tourists. Yes, some such as the 
Louvre may get by with one 

(Continued on page 2)
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continuity.  “Interestingly”, said 
Srivats, “the announcement 
also spoke of privatising two 
national banks and one insur-
ance company, adding that any 
government entity not operat-
ing in a strategic area would be 
open for privatisation. This is 
a fairly big statement – while 
there has been talk of disin-
vestment in the past, privatisa-

HERITAGE WATCH
A Series of Disconnects

The Man 
from Madras 
Musings has in 
cha rac te r i s t i c 
f a s h i o n 
expressed his 
views on the 
latest memorial 
to go up on the 
Marina (see 
page 2). These 
are days when 
those in office do 
not take kindly 
to criticism of 
any kind but we 
are constrained 
to point out that 
there is really no 
harmony among 
the various 
memorials that 
now stand on 
the beach. For 

that matter, there is no harmony even within the same 
memorial. Our OLD, photographed by Ajay Khullar for 
S. Muthiah’s Madras, the Gracious City, shows the Anna 
Memorial, as it was originally intended to be. Since then, it 
has been fronted by what seem like two tusks and then a 
replica of the Arc Du Triomphe. The MGR memorial, which 
in terms of design has no connect whatsoever with Anna’s, 
has also undergone several changes, the latest being the 
addition of a rearing Pegasus. And now we have what is 
touted to be a representation of a Phoenix as a memorial to 
J. Jayalalithaa, which is our NEW, sourced from The Hindu. 

As a publication we have always been against the 
addition of structures on the beachfront but given that 
these have come to stay, could the powers that be not have 
insisted on something in consonance with what already 
exists? Or is dissonance the new consonance?
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More museums for Madras

governed by trusts and the ac-
tual operations are entrusted to 
salaried chief executives whose 
primary targets include the 
sourcing of funding, acquisition 
of artefacts and increasing foot-
falls. Take away these and there 
is very little initiative left. 

All three proposed mu-
seums will be Government 
owned and Government run. 
That straightaway means they 
will be governed by bureau-
cratic systems and procedures 
beginning from the design of 
galleries and the providing of 
toilets. That said, the Gov-
ernment’s reluctance to hand 
these over to independent 
trusts is an impractical idea, 
given that the buildings where 
these will be housed are all on 
pieces of prime real estate and 

there is a lot more than just 
land involved. But there must 
at least be a board, that com-
prises a healthy mix of experts 
and bureaucrats to administer 
these museums and there must 
definitely be a staff that does 
not have assured tenure and 
wages. That is the only way in 
which we can have excellence. 

The Police incidentally al-
ready has a museum. It is a 
pathetic display at the training 
facility near Vandalur. Not one 
person outside of the top eche-
lons of the police is even aware 
of it. The new museums run 
the same risk. It will be good if 
the Government pauses right 
now, thinks over how it can 
create worldclass museums and 
then see the ways and means of 
going about them. Just jumping 
into their setting up may not be 
the answer.

which facilitates a greater de-
gree of trade and commerce.

Chennai and other TN cit-
ies are also expected to benefit 
from spends set aside for the 
expansion of the Metro rail 
and the public bus service. The 
Budget has earmarked funds to 
the tune of Rs. 63,246 crores to 
support Phase 2 of the Chennai 
Metro Rail expansion. This is a 
sharp UTurn considering that 
it was just a couple of years 
ago when this funding was 
withheld on the grounds that 
the phase I of the Metro had 
not lived up to its expectations 
in terms of financial returns. 
Evidently a sudden realisation 
has set in that public utility 
schemes such as these usually 
prove their viability in the 
long run. 

It was also announced that 
two new technologies would 
be launched to provide metro 
rail systems at a lesser cost 
without compromising on the 
experience in Tier 2 cities and 
the periphery of major metros- 
MetroLite and MetroNeo. In 
Chennai it is understood that 
the former will be explored 
as an option to connect Tam-
baram and Velachery in Chen-
nai. As for the bus service, 
there are plans to augment the 
fleet of buses by 20,000 vehi-
cles. This is not just exclusive 
to Chennai but across several 
other cities. 

The Budget also spoke of 
plans to develop Chennai into 
a major fishing hub. It is report-
ed that the city can expect its 
harbour to be equipped with 
state-of-the-art infrastructure 
and amenities to bolster ex-
port potential, benefiting its 
fishermen. Further, the Budget 
shared it’s plans to establish a 
multipurpose seaweed park in 

Tamil Nadu, with the aim of 
promoting seaweed cultivation 
as an alternative livelihood. 
With an expected investment 
of Rs. 100 crores, Tamil Nadu’s 
seaweed park aims to serve the 
entire value chain from har-
vest and logistics to marketing 
and export promotion. It also 
plans to encourage the use of 
technology and innovation in 
the sector.

Touching upon the Budget’s 
implications for the auto sector, 
Srivats said, “Apart from aug-
menting the city bus service, 
there was also announced a 
voluntary scrappage scheme 
that can entered into by any-
one who has a private vehicle 
of more than 20 years or a com-
mercial vehicle of more than 
15 years. However, the details 
are yet to be framed, so we will 
have to wait before the poten-
tial impact can be analysed.”

Speaking on the Budget’s 
weak points, Srivats felt that 
the Budget has possibly left 
small businesses and the hos-
pitality industry feeling luke-
warm. “Perhaps more could 
have been done to encourage 
lending to small businesses that 
are going through a financial 
crunch. Similarly, hotels are 
facing hard times which are 
expected to continue in the 
medium term, because of the 
pandemic. They need support, 
too,” he said.

However, prioritization is 
inevitable when one is faced 
with limited resources, admits 
Srivats. “By and large, I would 
say that this is a positive Bud-
get for medium-sized and large 
businesses,” he said.

While the budget spends for 
Chennai and TN are welcome 
what however remains to be 
seen is how these pan out on 
the ground. 

A pro TN & Chennai Union 
Budget in election year
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Testing Times
The conquering hordes had 

massed at the gate and 
The Man from Madras Mus-
ings was wondering as to how 
much longer his good lady, 
also known as She Who Must 
Be Obeyed would maintain 
resistance. But then he better 
begin at the beginning for the 
benefit of his readership.

It all began at chez MMM 
when a visitor from England 
arrived. The actual journey 
itself had not been easy what 
with the UK being largely 
Unwell and therefore branded 
an Unwelcome Kingdom in 
recent months. MMM’s visitor 
had not enjoyed his journey – 
there had been repeated tests 
to undergo and having un-
dergone them all rather in the 
manner of the moving finger 
in Belshazzar’s feast, he, that is 
MMM’s guest, had had to suf-
fer flight cancellations, diver-
sions and delays. He therefore 
arrived at the MMM residence 
with a general black hatred 
of all humankind. Having re-
freshed himself and told us his 
tale, he had gone off to rest, his 
mobile phone turned off. 

Now, ours is a city whose 
civic body never sleeps. And 
sure enough, the frontline 
workers of the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation, whose duty 
it is to seek out those who 
come from abroad and ensure 
that they abide by quarantine 
rules, were soon alerted by no 
doubt the Immigration Office 
about the arrival of one No. 
foreigner, namely MMM’s 
guest. They began to contact 
him on his cell phone and 
panicked when they found the 
instrument had been turned 
off. Faced with the prospect of 
a runaway visitor whom they 
must have imagined was a 
walking bank of Covid viruses, 
they decided to arrive at chez 
MMM and check if the visitor 
was really there or not. Which 
is when the doorbell rang and 
MMM’s good lady answered it 
to find a vast sea of humanity 
from the Greater Chennai 
Corporation massed outside. 

The conversation then pro-
ceeded in the manner of a 
Pyramus and Thisbe play with 
MMM’s good lady on one side 
and the Corporation health 
workers on the other. They 
wanted to know where the 
visitor was and said that if he 
was not at home it would be 
their responsibility to inform 
the police about a quarantined 
man going AWOL. Fortunate-
ly for MMM, his good lady, 
and everyone else in MMM’s 
house, the guest was very 
much in residence and having 
been duly awakened from 
his slumbers, was produced 
before those who had come to 
inspect. Rather like visitors in 
a zoo peering through a cage, 
the Corporation staff gazed 
at MMM’s guest and at the 
rubber stamp on his hand that 
proved that he had indeed 
come from the UK that morn-
ing. They were they declared 
satisfied, but the arrival of the 
guest meant everyone in the 
household needed to be tested 

for Covid, which it would be 
their pleasant duty to now do. 
They turned to MMM’s good 
lady and asked her as to how 
many people were in residence. 

It has always been the policy 
of She Who Must Be Obeyed 
to dissemble as far as possi-
ble and so she glibly declared 
that there were just two peo-
ple namely herself and the 
guest. But the Corporation 
staff smartly countered by 
asking her as to who the bald 
gent crouching behind the 
pillar and watching the goings 
on was. This being MMM there 
was no option for him but to 
emerge and declare himself 
as a resident. The wretched 
man, as the old grammar book 
was fond of stating, was ful-
ly conscious of his position, 
wilting under his good lady’s 
glare. By then the prolonged 
chat with the Corporation 
staff had aroused the curiosity 
of just about everyone else in 
the MMM household and they 
had all begun to emerge. Soon 
there was quite a gathering on 

being unveiled. Mind you 
MMM must issue a rejoinder 
here that he did not share in 
the popular sentiment of the 
lady being a Superwoman but 
her followers made her out to 
be one and who knows, maybe 
she believed in it herself. 

The powers that be have it 
that what is depicted is a phoe-
nix, the mythical bird that 
rises from its ashes. MMM 
does not see any resemblance, 
not that he has ever seen a 
real phoenix, excepting the 
mall that goes by that name of 
course. Some have speculated 
that it is a modernist represen-
tation of a hen laying eggs. To 
MMM the structure does not 
look like anything other than 
a warplane just about to take 
off. This may not be entirely 
inappropriate, for the lady 
concerned was a fighter all 
her life. MMM also sees much 
poetic justice in all of this. The 
old man, he of rising son fame, 
had built what he thought was 
a lasting memorial to himself, 
viz the new legislative assem-
bly and secretariat building. 
The mater dei of Tamil Nadu 
politics, namely the person-
ality who now lies in eternal 
rest under the phoenix like 
plane or plane like phoenix, 
had once famously dismissed 
that grand edifice as a circus 
tent. It must have caused old 
man enormous distress though 
MMM cannot but reflect that 
even he, the old man that is, 
must have seen the logic be-
hind such a description. Now 
in a comeuppance of sorts, the 
lady who fought against daddy, 
howdy and others has an out-
landish memorial to herself. 
It is a pity the old man is not 
around to see it. He lies not 
far removed and may for all we 
know even now be quaking in 
fear over what kind of a me-
morial will come up over him. 
After all, it was he who began 
the practice of strange-shaped 
tombs, building the first of 
the series for his mentor also 
known as Elder Brother. 

The above phoenix/plane 
was unveiled last week in 
what can only be described 
as a glorious ceremony, as 
befitting Gloriana herself. She 
would have loved the pomp 
and circumstance though what 
our frontline health workers 
thought of the crowds that 
gathered is another matter. 
As the newspapers are fond 
of writing, thousands lined 
the streets, as presumably did 
a similar number of Covid 
viruses. 

And then, the memorial 
was ordered closed almost im-
mediately after it was thrown 
open. The ostensible reason 
is that some more time was 
needed for getting some spe-
cial displays added (if so why 
was it inaugurated at all?) but 
as everyone knows, the real 
reason lay elsewhere, some-
where near Bengaluru. MMM 
imagines that the structure is 
now being tested for ability to 
withstand a second set of three 
solid whacks. 

–MMM

SHORT ’N’ 
SNAPPY

the front lawn. It was almost 
like a garden party. Chairs 
were produced and everyone 
including domestic staff was 
asked to assemble, the cook 
taking care that her young son 
was dressed in his Sunday best 
and also sported a black dot 
on his cheek to ward off the 
evil eye. The watchmen from 
neighbouring houses were all 
looking in and left only when 
the chief among the inspectors 
suggested in a loud voice that 
they too better get themselves 
tested. 

Everyone was duly poked 
in the nose and the throat 
and the Corporation staff left 
warning MMM and household 
not to leave the premises for 
the next few days. The chairs 
were put away and people went 
back to whatever they were 
doing, everyone to a man and 
woman singing the praises of 
the Corporation’s staff. It was 
only when there was no news 
of the result even after a few 
days that people once again 
began wondering. MMM ’s 
good lady decided to call the 
chief among the inspectors, he 
having helpfully left his num-
ber with her. To give him credit 
he did answer the call but as for 
the result he was rather vague 
about it. “Don’t worry, if you 
had tested positive we would 
have come right back,” was 
what he said. And so MMM 
and family live in hope. 

Is it a bird? Is it a 
plane?
Those were the lines of a 

teaser campaign that ran 
several decades ago to intro-
duce Superman. The Man 
from Madras Musings could 
not help reflecting on this 
when he saw the memorial of 
our State’s own Superwoman 
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O. Pulla Reddy

This has reference to Karhik 
Bhatt’s tribute to O. Pulla 

Reddy ICS in your Feb 1-15 
issue.When he was Secretary, 
Defence, Government of India, 
V.K. Krishna Menon was the 
Defence Minister who often 
got exasperated with Pulla 
Reddy’s slowness in decisions 
and quipped, “He has neither 
pull nor is he ready”.

Captain S. Prabhala 
IN (Retd)

9/8, Haudin Road
Bangalore 560042

More on lake restoration

Reg. Lake Restoration which 
appeared in MM, Decem-

ber 16, 2020).
Since I was in the IAS ser-

vice in Tamil Nadu for many 
years, I would like to raise an 
important point.

Over the last few years, 
mega projects of flats and 
apartments have come up not 
only within the city but also 
in the far suburbs. Ever since 
Greater Chennai came into 
existence some years ago, it 
has wiped off small local bodies 
which were on the periphery of 
the city. Now, I think it is the 
CMDA which deals with ap-
proval for large constructions 
which are heavily advertised.

What is called RERA is 
important. It means that the 
home design and planning 
of these multiple apartments 
buildings have been carefully 
checked and are “okay”. The 
issue is this. Quite a few of them 
have probably encroached on 
water bodies (within the city 

and outside) “but this seems to 
go totally unnoticed”. There is 
a well known Supreme Court 
decision saying that “even 
a dry water body marked on 
the survey map should not 
be encroached upon” goes 
unnoticed. What seems to be 
happening is that many old and 
useful water bodies have dried 
up and therefore are vulnera-
ble to encroachments. I think 
citizens must have a campaign 
on this issue and demand that 
the building plan does not en-
croach upon any plan marked 
water body.

Devendra Oza 
No. 1, First Cross Street

Indiranagar, Adyar 
Chennai 600 020

Flowers in deserts 

Regarding the article by V. 
Ramnarayan about the vil-

lage born cricketer T. Natara-
jan, I am tempted to recall the 
verses from Gray’s Elegy which 
I have taught many times.
Full many a gem of purest ray 

serene
The dark unfathom’d caves of 

ocean bear,
Full many a flower is born to 

blush unseen
And waste it’s sweetness in the 

desert air.
We have many such Na-

tarajans waiting to be found, 
not only in cricket but in other 
games also. If only we have 
sound talent finding machinery, 
we would have so many youths 
who would bring glory to them-
selves as well as the Nation.

S. Rajagopalan
30, Kamarajar Street

Chennai 600093

Cherishing memories of living 
 legend C.D. Gopinath

To mark India’s maiden Test 
victory, which happened on Febru-
ary 10, 1952 at Chepauk, Indian 
Army veteran Col. Vembu Shan-
kar, SC, and fellow cricket enthu-
siasts commemorated the event 
by felicitating C.D. Gopinath, 
the lone surviving member of the 
victorious team, at his residence 
in Chennai on 10th Feb 2021.

Cutting a shape like a crick-
et bat and ball placed on turf, 
in the presence of his wife and 

great grand-children, the 90-year-old Gopinath said he was 
overwhelmed by the gesture remarking the celebrations 
after the match on that day were not so grand. The bats-
man was in the squad that had greats like Lala Amarnath, 
Vinoo Mankad and Vijay Hazare (captain) among others. 
Gopinath was also given a specially commissioned carica-
ture by Austin Coutinho to mark the historic occasion.

C.K. Subramaniam
1595, J Block, Anukul, Anna Nagar West

Chennai 600 040 

There appears to be no end in sight to 
the problems caused  on account of the 

arbitrary  levy  property tax by the Greater 
Chennai Corporation [GCC]. The residents  
who fall under Zone 10, Division 136, with

Bills No. 04121, 04133, 04172, 04094, 
04049, 04086, 03933, 03910, 04160,  
04105, 04079, 04057, 04050 and 04044, 
are the victims.  We have been waging a 
battle with the GCC to sort out the issue but 
to no avail. E-mails sent in this connection 
to the civic body  have elicited no response. 
We give below the genesis of the case so 
that it is  understood in  proper perspective.

It may be recalled that the GCC had 
effected a general revision in the property 
tax for the period 2018-19. Following the  
opposition to the upward revision from 
the public,  the Government intervened 
and advised the GCC to roll back the revi-
sion.  Paying heed to the directives of the 
Government, the GCC reversed the revi-
sion and stated that the residents can pay 
the tax at the pre-revision rates, that is to 
say at the  rates prevailing as of 2017-18. 

Besides the general revision effected for 
the period 2018-19, an increase was effected 
in the property tax in respect of the above  
residential properties for the period 2017-18 
even before the general revision was carried 
out, with no intimation to the residents.  This 
increase in the property tax for the period 
2017-18 was noticed while a chance  brows-
ing of the online system of the GCC was 
made. But for the same, this increase for the 
period 2017-18 would have gone unnoticed 
and the residents would have paid.  One of 
the residents thereupon alerted this Associa-
tion and on perusing the details in the GCC 
website, we found that the increase in the tax 
for the period 2017-18 was carried out in a 
quiet manner in respect of about 14 residents. 

We  took up the issue with the Revenue 
Department at Zone 10, and were told 
that  the revision in the property tax rate 
for 2017-18  was carried out  based on the 
usage of the property and that towards this, 
a pilot survey was set in motion  in Zones 
5 and 10. It is still a wonder as to whether 
how the survey was undertaken, as, the 
residents have had no knowledge nor have 
been approached to get the information. 
Thus the very survey remains shrouded in 
mystery.  Revision in the tax for the period 
2017-18 was made on tenanted properties. 

What however,  irked  the residents the 
most was  the levy of tax even on those 
properties which are  occupied by the owners 
themselves. This was the proverbial last straw 
on the camel’s back. The furious residents 
told the Association that this wrongful levy 
must be negated at once.  We pleaded the 
case with the then Deputy Commissioner 
[R&F], Ms Lalitha IAS.  Since meetings 
after meetings did not yield any result, we 
sent out an online complaint to the GCC.  
In reply, the residents were told to come 
with details such as  EC copy,  Planning 
permission, EB Card, Gas bill etc.  Upon 
our questioning as to whether the respec-
tive properties were classified as tenanted 
based upon the examination of the above 
papers, the officials had to eat humble pie. 

We took up the issue with the Prime Min-
ister through the Public Grievance portal.  
Only after the issue was referred to the PM, 
did the officials act.  They contacted the As-
sociation and sought the details of the proper-
ties for rectification.  The details of fourteen 
cases were given and these were rectified, in 
that the upward revision made for the period 
2017-18 was rectified restoring the old rate. 

In the meanwhile, the GCC, following the 
advice of the government to recall the general 
revision in the property tax for the period 
2018-19, restored the old rates as of  2017-18, 

As could be seen, in respective of the 
above residents, it was a double whammy 
as they had to encounter double revision 
for the period 2017-18 and 2018-19. In 
these cases, the GCC had to restore the 
old tax rates both for the periods 2017-18 
and 2018-19.  Even here, we had to keep 
reminding  to the GCC as in some cases, the 
restoration of old rate was not carried out. 

In one case, after carrying out the resto-
ration of rates for the period 2018-19 [Bill 
No.4049], the GCC came up with a shocking 
news that the resident had not paid tax for 
the period 2014-15, and, sought details of 
the payment. When questioned as to how 
had they accepted payment for the later 
period without adjusting the payment  for 
the missing period, the officials could not 
answer.  Though the resident had all the 
details of the payment, we decided not to 
furnish and told the GCC to prove that the 
payment was not made.  Realizing their folly, 
the officials after checking with the Division-
al office, made entries for the missing period. 

While most of the residents had paid 
the property tax for the period 2018-19 
at the hiked rate itself,  consequent upon 
the withdrawal of the general revision re-
sulting in the restoration of old tax rates 
as of 2017-18, the excess payment made 
was kept as advance. In effect, many had 
paid for periods beyond 2021-22, earn-
ing rebate announced for early payment. 

At a time when there was no due till 2020-
21, a casual browsing of the GCC website  on 
Feb 4, 2021, to ascertain the details had led 
to opening up of another Pandora’s box. The 
very same 14 property owners were targeted 
again levying an  increase in the tax rates 
for the period 2018-19. But for the chance 
browsing, the increase would have gone un-
noticed.  There was no communication what-
soever from the GCC towards this increase.  
Thus, from a NO DUE/EXCESS PAYMENT 
category as of 2020-21,  these residents  have 
now come under due list, all of a sudden. 

We are unable to fathom as to the rationale 
of this  increase.  How can the GCC revise 
the property tax every now and then without 
any information to the property owners? 
Further more, when there is a specific direc-
tive from the Government not to revise the 
tax till the committee which was constituted 
to look into the details, comes out with its 
findings after ascertaining the views of the 
stakeholders,  how can the GCC arbitrarily 
increase the tax?  While it is said that prop-
erty tax is for the property and it should be 
non-discretionary and non-discriminatory, 
how can  taxes  be revised to suit their whims 
and fancies?   This increase in the rate giving 
effect to the period 2018-19, seems to have 
been made sometime during December 2020/
January 2021 and such an increase has not 
been given effect to other property owners.

As we request the GCC to restore the 
old rate of 2017-18 for the period 2018-
19 in respect of the above Bills,  we would 
like to state that instead of  targeting  the 
residents who pay the tax regularly and on 
time, should turn their attention to collect 
from those who are in arrears for years.

Motilal Street Residents’ 
Welfare Association
Old No.31, New No.57

Motilal Street 
T. Nagar, Chennai 600 017

Arbitrary levy of Property Tax
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LOST LANDMARKS OF CHENNAI
– SRIRAM V

 by Sriram V

The 94th annual concerts of 
the Music Academy, Ma-

dras are over. The season, such 
as it was, met with a fabulous 
response from audiences across 
the world, and the numbers 
though modest when compared 
to the following for more popular 
art forms, were greatly encourag-
ing. At the end of it, the Music 
Academy has written one more 
chapter into its history, one that 
is the first step in what promises 
to be a long and exciting journey 
into a new world. 

The Academy had till 2018 
kept the digital world at arm’s 
length. Ticket sales were only 
at the counter and officially the 
organisation did not release any 
of its programmes, be they lec-
ture demonstrations or concerts, 
online. Each December, there 
was considerable comment from 
non-members over the difficul-
ties in having to queue up on the 
night of the 1st to purchase sea-
son tickets. Others complained 
on the eve of the concerts of 
their favourite stars, when they 
had to stand in line the previous 
night to buy tickets. The Acad-
emy on its part did discourage 
such queuing. But the hype had 
built up and people began mass-
ing at the gates, braving floods 
and cyclones. 

Since 2018, a few tentative 
steps had been taken by the 
Academy, by way of its presence 
on digital platforms. Within the 
organisation, its collection of 
4,000 black and white photo-
graphs, many of its rare books 
and several hours of music had 
been digitised. Its souvenirs 
from 1935 and the journals from 
1930 were also electronically 
available. In 2018, the website 
was revamped and accounts 
on Facebook, Twitter and In-
stagram were opened. A year 
later, the Academy began its 
YouTube channel and uploaded 
the proceedings of the 93rd an-
nual conference, together with 
the inauguration and Sadas. 
The immediate response was 
most heartening. The number 
of views for many of those pro-
grammes reached four figures 
almost within a day of uploading. 
The number of subscribers to the 
channel grew from zero to 2,000 
within the fortnight spanning 
December 16th 2019 to January 
1, 2020. Encouraged by this, the 
Academy resolved to strengthen 
its presence on digital media in 
the season of 2020. 

Early in January it seemed 
business as usual. The sched-
ule for the music festival to be 
held in December that year 
was finalised with the artistes 
and released on the Academy’s 
website. Attention then shifted 
to the endowment programmes 

and concerts to be held through 
the year. Nobody then bargained 
for the Covid outbreak, which 
threatened to derail the season 
itself, something unheard of in 
the Academy’s history of nine 
decades and more. Initially, in 
March 2020 there was hope that 
it would tide over by August or 
so but when the months wore 
on and there was no sign of the 
pandemic going away, it was 
clear that something new had 
to be worked out if a season 
from the Academy was to be 
forthcoming. As it is, all other 
programmes for the year had to 
be given the go by. And in sharp 
contrast to a normal year when 
the Academy’s two venues, the 
TTK Auditorium and the Kas-
turi Srinivasan Hall were booked 
by several private organisers for 
events of all kinds, cancellations 
and refunds became the norm. 

It was in June 2020 that mem-
bers of the Academy’s Executive 
Committee began pondering in 
private conversations over what 
could be done with the 94th 
annual conference and concerts. 
The simplest decision would 
have been to do nothing. After 
all, in such a tumultuous year, 
with a macro catastrophe raging, 
nobody would have blamed the 
organisation for giving its season 
a miss. But the Committee re-
solved that it had to conduct its 
festival in a digital format, even 
if it were to be in a truncated 
form. This it felt was the least 
that could be done keeping in 
view the Academy’s heritage. 
For starters it was decided after 
long and detailed deliberations 
that the conference, namely 
the morning deliberations, need 
not be held. Unlike the con-
certs where most performers 
were from Chennai, the lecture 
sessions involved scholars from 
various parts of the world. Many 
of the Committee of Experts who 
participated were elderly and so 
could not be expected to attend 
in person. Remote sessions were 
ruled out as many speakers would 
need to connect from their res-
idences, which not all were 
comfortable with, and then there 
were connectivity issues as well. 
The doing away with the con-
ference for the year also meant 
the award of Sangita Kalanidhi 
would not be conferred. For 
those who do not know this, the 
award is conferred on the artiste 
who presides over the year’s an-
nual conference. Moreover, this 
being a once in a lifetime experi-
ence for the recipient, an online 
sadas minus the trappings of all 
the ceremonial and grandeur of 
a live event would have been a 
huge disappointment. 

These aspects decided upon, 
attention shifted to the concerts. 

The Academy opted to go in for 
a week-long December festival, 
beginning on 24th and ending on 
31st December, as was the prac-
tice in the first few decades of its 
existence. That meant having to 
plan for fewer performances. The 
morning slot was dropped for the 
year. As for the remaining, given 
the shorter duration, it was de-
cided that only the prize winners 
from the previous years and a few 
of the more popular Sangita Ka-
lanidhis would be featured. The 
Academy very regretfully sent 
out a letter of apology to all the 
artistes whom it had contracted 
to feature that December but it 
now had to drop. Those selected 
were all contacted in person and 
the new format was explained– 
the concerts would be for a 
shorter duration – an hour for 
the junior slots and 90 minutes 
for the sub-senior and senior 
slots. Many rasikas wrote in ask-
ing as to why the concerts could 
not have been for the normal 
durations of 90 minutes for the 
junior, 120 for the sub-senior and 
150 for the senior slots. While 

cast the concerts live, given the 
vagaries of internet bandwidth. 
The concerts would all be pre-re-
corded at the Academy premises 
and then streamed. 

The tempo quickened by ear-
ly December, when the actual 
recordings happened. With all 
safety protocols in place – the 
stage was disinfected after every 
recording and the attendant 

While all of this was going 
on, a parallel shoot was in prog-
ress. A 19-part series of capsules 
on the Academy’s history and 
contributions was developed, 
with Secretaries Dr Meenakshi 
Sumathi Krishnan and Sriram 
V anchoring them. The episodes 
featured some of the artistes who 
are regulars at the Academy, 
including some of the Sangita 
Kalanidhi-s. While Sangita Ka-
lanidhis Sudha Raghunathan, 
Sanjay Subrahmanyan and Dr 
S Sowmya came in person to 
record others such as Sangita 
Kalanidhis Umayalpuram K 
Sivaraman, Trichy Sankaran, A 
Kanyakumari and Aruna Sairam 
sent in recordings. In addition, 
there was a digital inauguration 
as well, with the students of the 
Academy’s ASCM singing the 
invocation, President N Mura-
li welcoming the e-audience, 
Roshni Nadar Malhotra, Chair-
person of HCL Technologies in-
augurating, Secretary V Srikanth 
delivering the Vote of Thanks 
and Secretary Dr Meenakshi 
Sumathi Krishnan compering. 

Bookings for the Academy’s 
94th concert tickets opened on 
December 10th or so. There 
were a few initial hiccups for 
which there was some criticism 
on social media, all of which 
was quickly contained by work-
arounds and more important-
ly, reaching out to those who 
had problems. A helpdesk was 
 established at the Academy 
premises and apart from the 
vendor  personnel, the Academy 
staff too rose to the occasion, 
handling calls and offering solu-
tions. The Academy put up 
several promotional videos and 
in the disseminating of these to 
a wider audience, due acknowl-
edgment must be made of the 
way the HCL Concerts team too 
tirelessly gave publicity to them. 
The response from the audience 
was fantastic. Word soon got 
around about how the Academy 

the Academy could indeed have 
taken that route, this being the 
first time it was attempting such 
things, it was felt that it would 
be best not to try to overreach 
and fail. While this planning was 
on, the Academy was thrilled to 
know that HCL Concerts, with 
whom it had several endowment 
programmes going through the 
years, was keen to offer support. 
That tie-up was soon in place 
and it proved a huge morale 
booster. 

The next step was to finalise 
on the vendors for the actual 
process of recording and stream-
ing. The Academy signed up 
with Showspace for the actual 
event management and broad-
cast, and Prakriti JIVA Media 
and Offbeat Music Ventures for 
the recording and uploading. 
During the many brainstorming 
sessions that were held thereaf-
ter, much clarity emerged and 
a few further decisions taken. 
It was decided that the senior 
concerts would all be ticketed for 
non-members, just as they were 
when performed to a live audi-
ence at the Academy. It was also 
finalised that tickets would be 
available for an entire season and 
also for individual performances. 
This in retrospect would prove to 
be an inspired choice and came 
in for much praise from rasikas 
the world over. Another call 
that was taken was not to broad-

staff was always clad in PPE- 
the artistes began coming in. 
There was no audience barring 
the recording crew and it may 
have been a strange experience 
for the artistes though they 
took it in their stride. As the 
stage settings had to be done 
keeping physical distance norms 
between the performers in mind, 
it was not the usual seating 
arrangement either and they 
needed to adjust to that. The 
Academy tested this for effica-
cy with an HCL endowment 
concert by Gayatri Venkatara-
ghavan, Mysore Srikanth, Delhi 
Sairam and BS Purushothaman. 
The students of the Advanced 
School of Carnatic Music too 
stood in for a test session. And 
so, when the actual concert 
recordings began, everything 
proceeded smoothly. A few 
among the Academy Executive 
Committee were present during 
the performances to make sure 
all went well. It must be pointed 
out here that to make the effect 
as close to a live performance, 
there were no retakes or edits. 
Artistes came, performed for 
the duration they were asked to, 
and left. The end product was as 
recorded. Academy treasurer V 
Balasubramaniam, Librarian MS 
Jagadish and Assistant Satyavati 
then viewed the recordings by 
way of a check on recording 
quality. 

Going digital @musicacademymadras
As it so often happens, some 

further details on the Ma-
dras Glass Works surfaced after 
the previous article on it (see 
MM, Feb 1, 2021 Lost Land-
marks) was published. Karthik 
Bhatt sent me the June 1910 edi-
tion of the magazine Vivekabodhi-
ni which not only had a detailed 
report on how the factory op-
erated but also a photograph of 
the crucible where the molten 
glass was made. The writeup, 
in old world Tamil is not easy to 
translate and goes into too many 
details to sustain present day 
readership’s interest. But certain 
aspects do merit attention. 

Firstly, the location. Quite 
contrary to what was surmised 
in the previous edition of this 
column, the Madras Glass Works 
was not in North Madras but 
very much in centre of the city 
– it was by the Ice House, facing 
Beach Road/Kamarajar Salai. 
This may have been almost at 
the same location where the 
Lady Willingdon School stands 
today. The article states that 
the principal drain of Triplicane 
emptied by the Glass Works. 

That brings us to the second 
question – why this location? 
The answer is in the Vivekabodhi-
ni article itself. The Glass Works 
needed sand in abundant mea-
sure, apart from seashells, caustic 
soda and timber. The first of 
these came from a special quarry 
in Ennore that had been allotted 
to the company. This had to be 
transported to the place of man-
ufacture of glass and the consign-
ments came by boats plying on 
the Buckingham Canal. Timber 
arrived via the same canal, chief-
ly from casuarina groves south of 
the city. This was probably stored 
at the Old Firewood Bankshall 
(see Lost Landmarks) which was 
just south of the Glass Works. 
The Governor of Madras Sir Ar-
thur Lawley had according to the 
Vivekabodhini visited the factory 
and by way of encouraging the 
new enterprise had sanctioned 
the supply of Rs 75,000 worth 
of timber free of cost. This it 
will be recalled from the earlier 
episode, was founder Scholl’s 
parting gift to the company. The 
seashells were available in plenty 
on the beach and were probably 
collected from all along the 
shoreline. Only caustic soda had 
to be imported. The proportions 
in which the sand, the caustic 
soda and the powdered lime from 
shells were mixed remained a 
proprietary secret. 

The Vivekabodhini report on 
the Glass Works gives us a pic-
ture of a very self-contained 
facility. The Director’s cabin was 
first on entering from the east 
and had apart from a standing 
display of all products made at 
the works, a door that led to 

More on the Madras Glass Works
the finished goods warehouse. 
The facility churned out not 
just soda bottles, though these 
clearly formed the bulk. A full 
catalogue reveals bottles of two 
standard sizes, wide and narrow 
jars, mirrors and glass tiles – of 
the ground and transparent 
varieties, these being much in 
demand then as skylights on 
tiled roofs.

The sand was what greeted 
the eye first and this was spread 
out and cleaned on a specially 
constructed lime and mortar 
platform. The star attraction at 
the Glass Works however was 
clearly the crucible where the 
mix was actually melted and the 
article describes it in great detail. 
Fronted by an enamel panel, 
the furnace had an intriguing 
arrangement to conserve coal, 
which was the primary source of 
fuel. Once lit, this in turn heated 
up the timber, that was placed 
above and separated from it by 
means of a sieve-like plate. The 
logs of wood did not burn directly 
but in the intense heat let out 
gases which were in turn tapped 
by flues and led back to the fur-
nace where they supplemented 
the coal fire. The reporter who 
visited the works states that this 

ensured uniform spread of heat 
which meant that the silica in 
the sand melted uniformly as 
well. It also minimized the con-
sumption of coal. 

Unlike the continuous and 
hugely automated processes of 
today, the simple techniques of 
the time make for quaint reading. 
The furnace at the Glass Works 
was not fired continuously. Made 
of limestone, it was the size of a 
room, with six windows, three on 
the east and three to the west. 
These were opened and closed 
to control the temperature in 
the furnace. The mix to prepare 
glass was placed in this crucible 
each evening and the furnace lit. 
The fire burnt through the night 
and by the next morning, molten 
glass was available to be tapped. 
The process of moulding the bot-
tles was however entirely manual 
and the description of it, though 
tedious, is clear that it involved 
the workers using their hands, 
feet and mouth. At the end of 
the drawing and moulding, the 
entire bottle emerged, complete 
with a glass ball in its neck. The 
description is probably the first 
in India of the manufacture of 
the codd-necked bottle, better 
known as goli soda in colloquial 

that the process of 
silvering was not 
done here and it is 
likely that the glass 
was sold to special-
ized mirror makers 
who handled that 
process .  There 
were plans to add 
other products and 
the article states 
that  a  team of 
technicians from 
overseas was on 
its way to train the 
local labour on the 
processes. 

There is an in-
teresting compari-
son given on how 
the locally made 
glass  compared 
with the imported variety. A 
gross (144 nos) of the large soda 
bottles cost Rs 13/As 8, while the 
same if imported cost Rs 18. The 
small-sized bottles cost Rs 11/As 
4 while those from abroad cost 
Rs. 15. The tile if clear cost Rs. 
1/As 8 and if ground Rs. 1/As 12 
while the imported equivalents 
cost a whopping Rs. 3/As 12 
and Rs. 4/As 4 respectively. The 
locally made bottles withstood 
pressure of 450 psi while those 

from overseas did not go beyond 
225 psi. The production figures 
were also impressive – a bottle 
emerged every two minutes but 
it must be remembered that 
there was only one shift of 12 
hours. 

The article ends with a 
prayer that the Glass Works 
ought to be successful and give 
gainful employment to many In-
dians. That sadly was not to be, 
for as we know it folded within 

a year. But what this venture, 
and several others begun at this 
time did prove was that Indians 
were as good as any European 
in managing a commercial en-
terprise. In that sense its impact 
was enormous and slowly but 
steadily Indians began getting 
into business. Today, if India is 
considered an industrial econ-
omy, it is small beginnings such 
as the Madras Glass Works that 
showed the way. 

terms. Each bottle 
was stamped with 
the date of manufac-
ture and cooled over 
a long period of time 
– this lasting several 
days at times. There 
was hardly any wast-
age, for bottles that 
broke were simply 
tossed back into the 
mix where they were 
melted. 

The t i le -mak-
ing process was not 
much different ex-
cept that this did not 
involve moulding. 
The glass was cut 
and then if needed 
to be ground, subject 
to sandblasting. This 
process was mecha-
nized and then the 
tile, whether trans-
parent or translu-
cent, was beveled 
at the edges. The 
grinding generated 
quite some heat and 
this was vented out 
by way of a chim-
ney.  Though the 
catalogue mentions 
mirrors, it is clear 

(Continued on page 7)

A report from Vivekabodhini.

A view of the Madras Glass Works.
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You can contribute to 
CHENNAI HERITAGE

As a token of your support for the causes of heritage, 
 environment and a better city that Madras Musings 
 espouses, you can subscribe to Madras Musings – the 
 annual subscription is Rs 100 and we welcome additional 
donations too to keep us going. You can make your 
 payments to our bank account as below:

Chennai Heritage
Indian Bank, Alwarpet Branch

CA No. 413158606           IFSC : IDIB000A013

P l e a s e  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o 
 Chennaiheritage2017@gmail.com with transfer details so 
that we can acknowledge receipt.

If you are a new subscriber, you need to send us details of 
your name and address as well. If you are renewing your 
subscription make sure you quote your subscription number 
as reference. This is the number that is on the wrapper of 
your copy of Madras Musings. 

Letters to the Editor
Dear Readers,
Please email all your letters, comments, additional remarks, 
brickbats and bouquets to editor@madrasmusings.com

– THE EDITOR

App revamps street-parking 
in Madras

Taking a step towards sus-
tainable parking manage-

ment in the city, the Greater 
Chennai Corporation launched 
the GCC Smart Parking app on 
January 1 this year. A Smart 
City project initiative, the app 
manages 9,200 functional park-
ing spaces across the city. Its 
service is available for citizens 
between 8am and 11pm every 
day.  Through the app, users can 
check the availability of park-
ing spaces at desired locations 
real-time and also block a slot 
beforehand.

To use the GCC Smart Park-
ing App, one has to ‘sign up’ as 
a ‘new user’ by providing basic 
details like mobile number, 
mail id, address, vehicle type 
and vehicle number. To book 
a parking slot, the user selects 
the ‘My bookings’ option where 
he/she chooses the desired 
location and the vehicle type 
(car or two-wheeler). A parking 
slot will then be allocated. On 
reaching the location, payment 
can be made with the help of 
the attender. “If a person is not 
comfortable with e-payment, 
he/she can give cash, and the 
attender will pay via digital 
mode to GCC,” clarifies the 
project head. On exceeding 
one hour, the app will automat-
ically send a notification to the 
user’s mobile. The duration of 
the booking can be extended 
if needed.

The parking charges have 
been fixed at Rs. 5 per hour 
for two-wheelers and Rs. 20 
per hour for four-wheelers, 
irrespective of peak hour activ-
ity. “The [parking] charges will 
remain the same irrespective 
of the increase in demand,” 
explains the project head in 
charge of the initiative. The 
Hindu has also reported that if 
users find no available slots in 
their desired area, the app will 
suggest parking slots available 
in inner streets – the user will 
have to park and walk to their 
destination. According to the 
app’s official website, users 
who cancel their booking will 
receive a full refund. 

Apart from facilitating the 
pre-booking of parking spac-
es, the app also helps prevent 
parking violations and other 
suspicious activities. An AI 
(artificial intelligence) camera 
has been installed for every 
15-20 parking slots. Accord-
ing to the official website, the 
camera-based system is enabled 
to scan license plates of ve-
hicles. Officers can instantly 
locate violators if any and check 
for vehicle permits using their 
mobile enforcement devices, 
thus saving the time that is spent 
physically patrolling. To issue a 
ticket, officers can quickly au-

to-populate the information by 
marking the license plate with 
associated violations. Citations 
will be synced in real-time. 
Thus, city administrations can 
instantaneously access the cita-
tion information.

The app-based parking sys-
tem has been implemented in 
many areas including Besant 
Nagar, Purasawalkam, Nun-
gambakkam and Anna Nagar. 
Premium parking is available 
in Khader Nawaz Khan Road, 
carrying a charge of Rs. 40 
per hour for cars. “Premium 
parking would be introduced in 
industrial and trade areas with 
more road traffic. Hence, there 
is a greater charge for parking,” 
explains the project head. 

In T Nagar, on-street park-
ing is to be complemented 
by a six-storeyed multi-level 
carpark facility at the junction 
of Theagaraya Road and Than-
ikachalam Road. The latter will 

alternative of a printed invoice, 
in such cases. 

The project head reveals 
that the smart parking sys-
tem generates Rs. 1 to Rs. 1.5 
lakhs per day – for instance, it 
brought in Rs. 30 lakhs in the 
month of January alone. It is 
worth noting that the purpose 
of the paid-parking system is to 
encourage people to use public 
transport. Issuing on-street 
parking charges must go hand-
in-hand with introducing more 
buses, local and metro trains; 
establishing new routes for bet-
ter connectivity; and decreasing 
the ticket prices for public 
transport. In other words, one 
feels that the revenue generated 
from managed parking can be 
effectively channeled to im-
prove public transport. 

Speaking to the future of the 
app, the project head says, “Just 
like ordering food, or booking 
a taxi via an app, people must 
be empowered to book their 
parking slot on the city’s roads, 
instead of going on a random 
wild goose chase for an empty 
space. Usage of the app to 
achieve smart parking will be 
encouraged, but not forced.” 

If this initiative is imple-
mented effectively throughout 
the city, commuting will un-
doubtedly be smoother. Given 
that the system also aims to 
help scale down private trans-
port, the city could benefit from 
lesser air pollution from vehicle 
emissions too, in the long run. 
One hopes that the new initia-
tive helps Chennai become a 
greener, cleaner metropolis. 

 by
Padmaja Jayaraman

be put to use soon, says the proj-
ect head. It can house around 
500 two-wheelers and 200 cars. 
Users would have to pay Rs. 40 
per hour for cars, and Rs. 20 per 
hour for two-wheelers to park 
inside the multi-level complex. 

Though the project has the 
potential to facilitate efficient 
parking, decongest roads and 
reduce traffic in the city, the 
app has not seen widespread 
adoption yet. “Only 11,000 
people have installed the app 
currently, which is not even 
ten percent of the city’s popu-
lation,” says the project head. 
While the GCC needs to take 
the necessary steps to improve 
awareness about the app, there 
is also scope to address some 
issues faced by the users. “The 
attender asked my phone num-
ber to send me the invoice for 
parking charges. I don’t want 
to share my number like this 
though. This is not really safe. 
Do we have to share our num-
ber every time we park, to the 
attender? If it is misused, then 
it will be a nightmare,” says a 
41-year old resident of Alandur 
who visited Besant Nagar in the 
first week of January. 

Responding to the priva-
cy concern, the project head 
explains, “If you do not wish 
to share your personal phone 
number, then you are allowed 
to give someone else’s phone 
number. The phone number is 
needed just to send an invoice.” 
It may be worthwhile to con-
sider offering hesitant users the 

Parking attender wearing reflective jacket assists car-parking in Pondy 
Bazaar.

1. Which term/word has been 
chosen by Oxford Languages, 
which publishes the Oxford 
 English dictionary, as its Hindi 
Word of Year 2020?
2. Name the Oscar-winning actor 
famous for playing Captain von 
Trapp in The Sound of Music who 
passed away recently at age 91.
3. Which creation of online 
entrepreneurs Aprameya Rad-
hakrishna and Mayank Bidwatka 
has been in the news?
4. Andy Jassy is to be the CEO of 
which online giant after its found-
er decided to step down?
5. The Chinese Lunar year that 
started on Feb. 12 is named after 
which animal?
6. Tom Brady made history by 
winning his seventh title, more 
than any team has achieved in 
this annual event of a popular 
American sport. What event?
7. ‘Brookesia nana’, a reptile 
measuring just 21.6 mm and dis-
covered in Madagascar, is being 
touted as the world’s smallest 
reptile. What type of animal 
species is it?
8. On February 1, which Asian 
country’s military seized power 
from a five-year-old elected gov-
ernment?
9. Amateur investors hit Wall 
Street hedge funds by sending the 
stock value of which video game 
retailer soaring?
10. Which team’s 2009 feat did 
Bayern Munich emulate by win-
ning the Club World Cup for its 
sixth major trophy in a year?

* * *
11. The prolific writer’s first book 
was published in 1922 when she 
was 25. What was it titled?
12. Enid’s pets, a Siamese cat and 
a fox-terrier, had a book based on 
them. What were their names?
13. Which popular series had re-
curring characters like the gypsy 
girl Jo, Tinker Hayling and Sooty 
Lenoir?
14. A relatively unknown short 
story book Secret of the Old Mill 
gave birth to a society that had its 
own, popular set of adventures. 
What was the name of the group?
15. Name the three children who 
come to reside near the Enchant-
ed Wood in the The Faraway Tree 
adventures.
16. In which series does one 
follow the adventures of Jack, his 
parrot Kiki, Phillip, Dinah etc.?
17. The Dutch illustrator Harm-
sen Van der Beek first gave the 
look and feel of which character, 
arguably the most popular among 
Enid’s creations, in 1949?
18. Simple. What is the actual 
name of Fatty and what breed of 
dog is Buster?
19. From where did Enid Blyton 
get the name of Darrell Rivers, 
the main character in the Malory 
Towers series?
20. Name the school that Eliz-
abeth Allen attends in ‘The 
Naughtiest Girl’ series of books.

Quizmaster V.V. Ramanan’s 
first 10 questions are on current 
affairs and next on the favourite 
childhood author Enid Blyton 
and her work.
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C. Narasimham.

 Karthik Bhatt

O Pulla Reddy – Another View
One of the joys of life is the 

reading of a bureaucrat’s 
biography and then reading a 
contrary view of the same per-
son as given by a professional ri-
val. The Indian Administrative 
Service is full of such instances, 
the most famous perhaps being 
the rivalry between K. Natwar 
Singh and Romesh Bhandari. 
While the preceding two edi-
tions of this magazine cov-
ered civil servant Pulla Reddy’s 
stints in Madras as recounted 
in his memoirs Autumn Leaves, 
this article takes a look at a 
not altogether rosy view of his 
tenure in the Madras Corpo-
ration as seen from the eyes of 
another civil servant, C. Nara-
simham, in his memoirs Me 
and My Times. For the record, 
Narasimham, drafted into the 
IAS, served as Commissioner of 
the Madras Corporation in the 
late 1940s and later became a 
Secretary in the newly founded 
state of Andhra. 

According to Narasimham, 
Pulla Reddy was quite con-
scious of being an ICS officer 
and very proud of it. Nara-
simham having come up the 
ranks was equally conscious of 
his lack of status in the eyes of 
his superior. In his view, Pulla 
Reddy’s superciliousness came 
in the way of gaining active 
cooperation of the officers and 
staff of the Corporation. He 
was not encouraging enough 
of new schemes put up to him 
by the officers and would not 
readily sanction them, thereby 
dampening their enthusiasm. 
Narasimham was probably a 
victim himself. Pulla Reddy, 
says Narasimham, had a rather 
peculiar way of dealing with 
interpellations brought up by 
councillors. Instead of openly 
telling them the truth in the 
Council meetings, he would 
send for them and persuade 
them to withdraw their views 
and appoint their nominees in 
projects to mollify them. Nara-
simham adds that he was at 
times given to flattery and that 
a few councillors took advan-
tage of this and curried favours 
from him.

The relationship between 
S. Satyamurti as Mayor and 
Pulla Reddy as Corporation 
Commissioner was far from cor-
dial according to Narasimham. 
They were given to quarreling 
on petty issues. Pulla Reddy 
insisted that the invitation for 
civic addresses and receptions 
be sent out in his name as the 
Commissioner, something that 
Satyamurti strongly protested 
against. He insisted that they be 
sent out jointly in the names of 
The Mayor, The Deputy Mayor 
and the Councillors of Corpo-
ration, thereby establishing the 

order of precedence, and finally 
had his way. Narasimham states 
that the relationship was so bad 
that before his tenure as Mayor 
ended, Satyamurti saw to it that 
Pulla Reddy was transferred. C. 
Basudev, his successor as Mayor 
however got the transfer order 
cancelled and Pulla Reddy was 
back as Commissioner. 

Narasimham writes that 
though the Government ob-
served that the general and 
financial administration of the 
Corporation was fairly satisfac-
tory, this in official language 
came under the head of being 
damned with praise. This was 
borne out by the fact that the 
finances had remained almost 
stagnant during the four years 
of Pulla Reddy’s tenure as Com-
missioner and the last year of 
his regime had in fact recorded 
a collection of only Rs 80.28 

Lakhs as against the targeted 
Rs 100 Lakhs. The Government 
also constantly kept reminding 
the Corporation about large 
sums of money borrowed from 
it remaining unspent, though in 
Pulla Reddy’s defence Narasim-
ham says that these reminders 
were despite the fact that it 
knew that the slow progress was 
on account of the war. 

Narasimham however cred-
its Pulla Reddy for the immense 
work done by him during the 

evacuation period. He states 
that Pulla Reddy was instru-
mental in constructing air raid 
shelters and water reservoirs for 
firefighting and also conducting 
several mock drills and training 
the staff in Air Raid Precau-
tions. Pulla Reddy succeeded 
in keeping the morale of the 
Corporation staff high by taking 
care of their needs and by run-
ning common kitchens for them 
as their families had left the city. 
While crediting Satyamurti’s 
persistent efforts being instru-
mental in the Government tak-
ing up of the Poondi reservoir 
project, Narasimham states that 
Pulla Reddy played a significant 
role in bringing the long-con-
templated project to fruition. 

Summing up his reminis-
cences of Pulla Reddy’s tenure 
in the Corporation, Narasim-
ham states that while Pulla 

Reddy was completely honest 
and hardworking, he was not 
suited for work in areas of rapid 
development. He says that 
Pulla Reddy’s failure to make a 
mark as a Commissioner was on 
account of multiple reasons, in-
cluding the fact that he did not 
give his officers enough freedom 
and that he was often given to 
wasting his time on matters that 
did not merit much attention 
such as anonymous and pseud-
onymous petitions, offensive 

speeches made in the Council 
etc, while pushing important 
issues behind. All of this in 
Narasimham’s view resulted 
in Pulla Reddy being shunted 
off to Ramnad as Collector 
after his tenure as Corporation 
Commissioner ended. It was in 
ICS terms an “inchoate small 
district with its headquarters in 
Madurai outside the district”. 
Pulla Reddy was so incensed at 
this that he went on leave. 

That departure from the 
Madras Corporation was not 
without its share of intrigue if 
Narasimham is to be believed. 
Having had two extensions as 
Commissioner, Pulla Reddy was 
quite fond of stating that he had 
had enough and would be glad 
to leave on some other posting. 
But in reality he was angling for 
a third extension and almost 
succeeded in getting it. It was 
for this reason that while overt-
ly supporting the appointment 
of JPL Shenoy, ICS as his suc-
cessor, he covertly resorted to 

delaying his departure, hoping 
that his extension would some-
how come through in the in-
terim. Shenoy however was no 
innocent when it came to such 
manipulations and short-cir-
cuited the matter by landing up 
on the appointed day to take 
charge. Narasimham must have 
been indulged in a private joke 
for it was he who ensured that 
the major land development in 
west Madras in the early 1950s 
was named Shenoy Nagar, with 
the main thoroughfare being 
named after Pulla Reddy. The 
two remain forever in uncom-
fortable proximity. 

While recognising that 
Narasimham’s account could 
suffer from bias for whatever 
reason and could be percep-
tion-based, it reiterates the the-
ory that history is often a tale of 
the victorious, suggesting that 
there exists a definite possibility 
for an alternative view of events 
of the past.

was responding to queries and 
this channelled more people to 
purchase tickets. There were 
some steep learning steps – 
the Academy website’s secure 
socket layer chose to expire 
right in mid-December and that 
caused much stress for a day. 
One week later, just on the eve 
of two superstar performance 
days, the Academy’s website 
crashed. It could not handle 
the traffic! Statistics shared 
by the web support team was 
revealing. Hits had gone up by 
a several thousands. But a quick 
upgrade of the server solved 
this too. While all this was on, 
emails were sent to the Acade-
my’s members – Patron, Donor, 

Life and Ordinary – with login 
credentials so that they could 
watch the concerts. 

When the actual concerts 
began going online, the stage, 
the sound and the quality of 
video came in for uniform 
praise. There was a complaint 
of buffering from some loca-
tions and to overcome this, the 
Academy quickly changed over 
from streaming live to a pre-up-
loaded format. Many more such 
on-the-spot decisions had to 
be taken – par for the course 
for the Academy during season 
times, but it is just that this time 
it was not an audience within 
the venue but scattered all over 
the world. After premiering via 
the event platform, the free 
concerts and the history epi-

sodes were uploaded onto the 
Academy’s YouTube channel 
where the statistics proved 
mindboggling. The number of 
subscribers to the Academy’s 
channel went up three times 
during that one week. All of 
this would have never been pos-
sible without the cooperation 
and whole-hearted support of 
the artistes, who overcoming all 
challenges, gave of their best. 

There were of course several 
learning steps. The navigation 
of the event platform was not 
exactly user-friendly. People 
also felt that the lighting was 
too bright and that there was a 
tad much of cuts and dissolves. 
There was also a feeling that 
the duration could have been 
longer. As the Academy begins 

planning for Season 2021, it will 
keep all of these in mind.

Suddenly for the Music 
Academy, a much larger au-
dience worldwide has become 
available. While on the one 
hand this is exciting, it also 
means a lot more responsibil-
ity as regards the quality of its 
programmes and the way they 
are made available. Certainly, 
digital as one of the means of 
dissemination has come to stay. 
The Academy has embarked on 
a new journey. For a 93-year-old 
organisation to reinvent itself 
and within such a short time is 
a commendable achievement 
but much will depend on how 
it takes it forward in the years 
to come. – Courtesy: Sruti 
magazine.  

Going digital @musicacademymadras
(Continued from page 5)
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When Srikkanth drove Imran Khan to 
despair
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Answers 
to Quiz

1. Aatmanirbharta, 2. Christo-
pher Plummer, 3. Koo, the Indian 
alternative to Twitter, 4. Amazon, 
5. Ox, 6. Super Bowl, 7. Chame-
leon, 8. Myanmar, 9. GameStop, 
10. Barcelona.

* * *
11. ‘Child Whispers’, 12. Bimbo 

and Topsy, 13. The Famous Five, 
14. The Secret Seven, 15. Jo, Bessie 
and Fanny, 16.  ‘The Adventure 
Series’, 17. Noddy, 18. Frederick 
Algernon Trotteville and Scot-
tish Terrier, 19. Kenneth Darrell 
Waters, her second husband, 20. 
Whyteleafe.

Thirty four years have passed 
but the memory lingers. 

Pakistan captain Imran Khan 
having his hands on his head in 
a gesture of despair and shaking 
his head in disbelief wondering 
what to bowl next, what to do 
next. The protagonist responsi-
ble for the great man’s unusual 
response was Krishnamachari 
Srikkanth who had treated him 
with disdain hitting 18 runs in 
an over including two fours and 
a six in succession at Chepauk 
on February 6, 1987 on his way 
to a rollicking 123 out of a first 
wicket partnership of exactly 
200 runs with Sunil Gavaskar.

It was the first Test between 
India and Pakistan. Over the 
first two days Pakistan thanks 
mainly to centuries from Shoaib 
Mohammed and Imran had run 
up an imposing total of 487 for 
nine declared. In the few overs 
available before stumps on the 
second day, Gavaskar and Sri-
kkanth scored 15 runs without 
being separated.    

With the pitch still good for 
batting, the stage was set for a 
suitable Indian reply and after 
a very long time a jam-packed 
crowd of 50,000 was present at 
the MA Chidambaram stadium 
on the third day. The Indian 
batting line-up with the likes 
of the two opening batsmen, 
Mohinder Amarnath, Dilip 
Vengsarkar, Md Azharuddin, 
Ravi Shastri and Kapil Dev was 
star-studded but there was little 
doubt that a sizeable number 
of that record crowd had come 
to see Srikkanth in action. For 
one thing he was very much 
the local hero; secondly he had 
established himself as the enter-

 by 
Partab Ramchand

tainer par excellence thanks to 
his swashbuckling batting.

These days it is common 
for teams to have an opening 
batsman who goes for the bowl-
ing from the very start. But in 
the early 80s the concept was 
something quite new. Opening 
batsmen were generally in the 
Gavaskar mould – technically 
very efficient but taking their 
time making runs by wearing 
down the bowling. From the 
time he came on the scene in 
the early 80s, Srikkanth altered 
the image of the opening bats-
man. He attacked the new ball 
bowlers from the word go with 
the result that opposing cap-
tains found it difficult to place a 
field for him. Naturally his game 
was more suited to ODIs and he 
was an integral part of the In-
dian team that won the World 
Cup in England in 1983 and the 
World Championship of Cricket 
title in Australia in 1985. He 
took some time to establish 
himself in the Test side but once 
he had tightened up his defence 
to a degree to go with his buc-
caneering batting approach he 
was indispensable to the Test 
team too. Gavaskar though the 
antithesis of Srikkanth’s batting 
style encouraged him for he 
realized that the Madras Mauler 
was a match winner thanks to 
his ability to score quickly and 
at the same time demoralize the 
opposition.

Srikkanth had made his 
place secure in the side in 
Australia in 1985-96 when he 
shared the Man Of the Series 

award with Kapil Dev and 
finished second to Gavaskar in 
the run aggregate in the three-

Test series notching up his first 
hundred in the process. A year 
later he came up with arguably 
the best innings of his 43-Test 
career with that electrifying 
hundred against Pakistan. The 
attack besides Imran included 
Wasim Akram, Abdul Qadir 
and Tauseef Ahmed but Srik-
kanth was never one to bother 
about reputations.

It was Gavaskar who started 
the plunder in real earnest 
being the first to his half cen-
tury. But midway through the 
afternoon Srikkanth struck a 
purple patch. He overtook Ga-
vaskar and then surged ahead 
and when he reached his hun-
dred his partner had not even 

crossed 70. It was during this 
phase that Srikkanth drove 
Imran to desperation with that 
onslaught in one over. He also 
treated Qadir and Tauseef with 
little respect. The scoring rate 
reached such a crescendo that 
his second fifty required only 
32 balls. His hundred came up 
of 118 balls and his 123 came up 
off only 149 balls with 18 fours 
and two sixes. By the time he 
was out Gavaskar had just got 
into his 70s and the first wicket 
partnership of 200 runs was the 
record for either side in India – 
Pakistan Tests.

The spectators who had 
largely come to see Srikkanth 
bat had got more than their 
money’s worth. Not unexpect-
edly he received a standing 
ovation and the cheering was 
loud and long. At the end of the 
day’s play as he made his way to 
the team bus he was mobbed by 
a large group of cricket fans who 
just wanted to say “thank you’’ 
for the rousing entertainment 
he had provided. The match 

Imran Khan. K. Srikkanth. (Pictures Courtesy: The Hindu.)

itself was a high scoring draw 
with India replying with 527 for 
nine. But the overriding mem-
ory will always be Srikkanth’s 
pyrotechnics – and Imran’s 
gesture of despair.     
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