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Madras Day
is back

A

t last, after a hiatus of
two years, Madras Day,
and its adjuncts – Madras
Week, Madras Month, etc,
are all back. And in what
is a true vindication of the
vision of its founding fathers,
namely S. Muthiah, Vincent
D’Souza and Sashi Nair, the
celebrations continued, albeit
in a muted fashion, even while
the pandemic raged. People
moved onto a virtual format
for their events and ensured
that their tribute to the city
was paid. Truly, it was the
pandemic that demonstrated
that Madras Day is here to stay
after all. Let us hope that this
year, with COVID 19 showing
signs of ebbing at least in terms
of mortalities, Madras Day is
celebrated in the old, grand
way, with live events.
The signs are encouraging. The Madras Day mailbox
(themadrasday@gmail.com)
and that of this publication

(editor@madrasmusings.com)
are filling up with messages.
Schools are doing events and
so are embassies – it must be
pointed out here that these
two constituents have been
firm supporters of Madras Day
from the time it was mooted
as a concept. We are not sure
as to how the hospitality in

by The Editor

dustry, battered as it has been
by COVID and only just recovering, will respond, but we
are hopeful. There are plenty
of heritage walks on the anvil,
with lots of youngsters leading
the pack. In short, after two
years of barrenness, we are
seeing green shoots. May they
grow and prosper.
A call to Vincent D’Souza
and a scan of his Facebook
posts reveal the man to be in
his element. He is planning

 umerous events – on the night
n
life in Mount Road, something
on theatres and something
else on where the hopefuls
of Tamil cinema stayed when
they attended screentests at
Kodambakkam, all of which
sounds most exciting. Sashi
Nair we are sure must be planning talks at the Press Institute
in Taramani. We have not yet
heard from the Roja Muthiah
Research Library but we are
sure something must be brewing there. Shubha Kuila of
The Indian Twist creates fun,
quirky, Indian useful gifts with
a cause attached – products
are created by neurodiverse
artistes – and she is planning an
event. We have not yet heard
from Sujatha Tarakesan of
Chennai Gaga but we are sure
something is being planned
there. Tripurasundari Sevvel,
our girl from Anna Nagar is



r G.R. Alfred Rupak,
correspondent of St. Antony’s Matriculation Higher
Secondary School, Thiruvottiyur says it started on July 5th,
when a pungent odour akin
to LPG gas permeated the air,
forcing students to exit their
classrooms. The malodour
also affected other residents of
Thiruvottiyur and Manali, with
many reporting breathlessness
and eye irritation. The stench,
they feared, was a sulphur
dioxide leak from the Chennai
Petroleum Corporation Limited (CPCL) which operates a

refinery in Manali. The Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board
(TNPCB) issued orders at once
for the company to monitor
ambient air quality; a 24-hour
survey conducted to identify the gas reportedly showed
traces of Total Petrochemical
Hydrocarbons (TPH), a broad
section of multiple chemical
compounds that originate from
crude oil. The TNPCB then
held a meeting with the petrochemical companies in Manali,
instructing them to undertake
a Leak Detection and Repair
study on their pipelines. The
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The Madras Pinjrapole
Sudha Umashanker
Over 2000 cows in all – old, middle aged and young (in
fact, one delivered on the day of my visit) are well cared for
in this remarkable facility. Set
up over a hundred years ago
over a sprawling area (some
land had to be recently ceded
for the ongoing Metro Rail
works) The Madras Pinjrapole
is a charitable society registered
under the Societies Registration
Act of 1860 and was founded in
the year 1906. The foundation
stone was laid by His Excellency the Rt. Hon’ble Sir Arthur
Lawley, the then Governor of
Madras, on 30th December
1906. Mention must also be
made of Mr. Justice Boddam.
The land of twelve acres was
gifted by Sir Girderdass Chathurbujdass and Dewan Bahadur Govindass Chathurbujdass
in memory of their late senior
revered member Sri Chathurbujdass Kushaldass. Generous donations from philanthropic members of the public helped sustain it.

(Continued on page 2)

Environmental scares signal
urgent need for TNPCB to
step up action by our Special Correspondent
M

l

Environment Minister Mr. V.
Siva Meyyanathan announced
that he would ask TNPCB
to double down on testing to
detect the source of the smell,
underlining that action would
be taken if any company was
found to be in error. The TNPCB’s new chief Ms. M. Jayanthi also announced that she
would conduct an inspection
of the areas to ensure that the
situation would continue to be
monitored. The State government rallied quickly as well,
(Continued on page 2)

The object of the Pinjrapole was to provide shelter for
the dry cows (taken during their non-lactation period and
maintained for a fee till they calved again) as well as aged,
infirm and worn-out cows which were maintained till they
died a natural death. Young cows were systematically added to increase the number of milking cows. The Society
requested the Govt for grazing land and stud bulls (which
were very helpful in breeding good cattle) to help start a
dairy farm. This was a success and raked in good money.
Back then, milk was sold from a depot in Mint Street and
supplied to Modern Café, Mysore Café, Madras Military Garrison
Dairy Farm, Madras Co-operative Milk Supply Union, Madras

(Continued on page 7)
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MADRAS DAY
(Continued from page 1)
busy with events there and also
at the Madras Literary Society.
And there is Ramanujar Moulana, the Madras biking man
who of late been doing a lot
of work with the Tamil Nadu
Tourism Development Corporation, who has three events
– a bike ride, a book launch
and an exhibition. The Madras
Local History Group founder
Venkatesh Ramakrishnan informs us, has six talks, all to be
held at the Arkay Convention
Centre. Kombai S. Anwar says
that he will be planning some
events and will respond soon.
Oh, before we forget, let
us add that Madras Musings
will be hosting eights talks/
events – of which just one will
be virtual. We will soon be

posting the details. For that
matter, all event schedules will
be available on the site www.
themadrasday.in beginning
from August 1. The site will
be updated on a daily basis so
make sure you visit repeatedly.
Madras Week this year is
between August 21 and 28th,
with Madras Day being 22nd.
We must hasten to add here
that this is a celebration of the
city and not of its founding – we
agree that there is no question
of Chennai being founded on a
particular date. The region has
been populated since Palaeolithic times. But celebrating it
is a good thing, for it has given
us much – home, hearth and
much else. Surely when we can
observe Mother’s Day, Father’s
Day, etc, sparing some time for
our city is not asking too much.

TNPCB need to step up
(Continued from page 1)
forming a special committee to
identify the odour; the panel
comprises experts from ISRO,
IIT Madras, Central Pollution
Control Board and Alagappa
College of Technology.
While the response has
been quick enough, the fact is
that such incidents are not new
to the Ennore-Manali region in
North Chennai. In fact, a joint
chief environmental engineer
of the TNPCB revealed to
The New Indian Express that
this particular gas leak scare
follows close on the heels of
a confirmed sulphur dioxide
leak from CPCL. It is notable
too that the current incident
coincides with a mass fish kill in
Ennore and Katupalli – ground
reports say that an Ennore fisher suspects it to be the outcome
of a chemical leak. Lest we
forget, it was around the same
time last year that news broke
of severe fly ash contamination
in Ennore creek, which left
the very prawns in the water
ash-coloured. As environmentalist Nityanand Jayaraman
pointed out to the media, a
report by the Chennai Climate
Action Group based on 2019
and 2020 TNPCB data shows
that “Ennore-Manali industries either do not monitor and
report emissions as required by
law, or emit pollutants far in
excess of permissible levels.”
All of which begs the question
of why the TNPCB appears to
limit itself to inspection and
damage control rather than
preventive, punitive regulation.
The TNPCB’s inertia in
taking prosecutory steps – not
only in Manali but in other
parts of the city state as well
– has arguably diminished its
role to that of a mere supervisor. The board’s apparent
passivity drew the attention
of the Madras High Court too

earlier this April when the
Chief Justice urged the body to
show no lenience to polluters
private or civic. However, there
seem to be glaring lacunae in
the empowerment of the body
to take legal action against
offenders. For instance, it was
reported that a recent RTI
application regarding the lack
of action against a city hospital
that dumped medical waste on
Poonamallee High Road was
given the response that per the
Biomedical Waste (handling
and management) Rules 2016,
the TNPCB could only inspect
and submit a report; only the
local body, it was explained,
could impose a penalty of 1
lakh or five years of jail term for
illegal dumping of biomedical
waste.
It doesn’t help either that
the TNPCB is said to suffer
from a dearth of human resources, as well. Given that
environmental pollution has
mutated into a complex crisis,
the city would be better served
by focused teams to combat air,
water and industrial pollution –
a move that may be untenable
given the lack of manpower.
For an organisation that
serves an increasingly important role in shaping the future
of the city, the TNPCB in its
current avatar is inadequate
to tackle the scale of pollution
inflicted on our environment.
Citizens are no longer satisfied
with after-the-fact responses
and damage control; the need
of the hour is zero-tolerance
prevention and the enforcement of environmental norms
on a war footing. It is plain to
see that the TNPCB urgently
requires re-organisation and
greater resources to fulfil its
role. It would serve the administration well to take a serious
view of the status quo and plug
gaps that are currently rendering the board toothless.
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How to get a copy of MMM’s book

T

he task dragged on for over
four years but The Man
from Madras Musings eventually got it done. He alludes
to a book he did on the city
of Madras that is Chennai. It
was received well and with that
MMM has moved on to other
things. But he did learn quite
a bit on consumer behaviour,
something that he had not
learnt while at B School.
Very many people were
quite happy to spend money
and buy the book. MMM
was quite touched, as he did
not expect such a favourable
response – he is the kind that
fights shy of the hard sell (you
know the variety of author
who lugs around copies of
their book to every location
possible, or asks everyone they
meet if they have purchased a
copy much to the other person’s embarrassment) and also
something of a pessimist when
it comes to book sales. Consequently MMM was, as he said
before, quite touched when
people bought the book, read
it, and sent in their comments,

MMM, it must be said here,
was taken aback for a minute
when he got the call though
he must add here that his life
is entirely above board and an
open book. There is nothing in
it for him to flee to a tax haven
or a European nation at short
notice. But then you know how
it is when someone from a law
enforcement agency calls.
The caller was one of those
hearty laughers. After introducing himself as a poohbah from
one of those law enforcement
agencies he guffawed heartily
and went on to assure MMM
that he was not calling in his
professional capacity. He wanted a copy of MMM’s book he
said and also added that he
could not find it anywhere. All
bookshops said the title had
sold out. MMM was flattered.
He courteously said that he
would whatsapp to the caller
the link from where it could be
ordered online. The caller was
not pleased – he said he needed
the book the next day as he was
going somewhere on a raid or
some such thing and no doubt

against mater dei whose memorial after all huddles with
all the others on land. For that
matter pater also got space
just alongside but now it is
clear bigger plans are afoot
to memorialise the old man.
MMM can hardly help smiling
at the fact that from a policy of
iconoclasm our leaders have
become believers in idolatry.
There is of course one important consolation. – given
that the all-powerful leader in
the centre is a firm believer in
idols and giant statues, getting
permission from there for this
memorial will not be all that
much of problem. In which
case, relations will mend between state and centre, which
is not a bad thing after all.
However, in politics we
can never be certain. MMM is
quite sure that a floating memorial on our cyclone-prone
coast is not such a good idea
environmentally and that
there will be objections to it.
But you can never tell – for
all you know even before we
know it, a pen may rise from

SHORT ’N’ SNAPPY
appreciations and criticisms.
To these MMM expresses a
huge thanks.
But there were others. And
these were an amazing lot.
The first was the kind that regularly called MMM to say that
his books were not available at
their regular bookshops. And
MMM in all his innocence
sent them the list of places
where the book was available,
not once but twice and probably several times over. There
was no response after that, but
some did get back asking if
they could order the book online. This too MMM responded to, in the affirmative, with
details, after which there was
the dead silence once again.
It was only when some of the
people called or messaged asking where they could get the
book all over again, this after
having received the earlier details, that it struck MMM that
there was something deeper
afoot. He replied to these people that he, MMM, had some
copies for sale and they could
always drop in at his office and
buy the book. This usually ensured that all correspondence
ceased thereafter, as they used
to publish in newspapers when
letters to the editor on a particular topic had gone on for
long.
But all of this was nothing
compared to a caller over the
phone. He informed MMM’s
secretary that he was from
one of the country’s law enforcement agencies and could
he please have a word with
MMM. The good woman
naturally assumed the worst
and gave the caller MMM’s
cell number, her voice trembling with agitation. Even

wanted to read it while others
in his pack were searching
cupboards and peering into
mattresses. MMM said that
should not be a problem as the
delivery could be made in a day.
The man was even less pleased
and then rung off. From what
MMM knows, he never ordered
the book and he has not called
MMM back either. No doubt
he must have by now opened a
dossier on MMM. What a dull
book that would be!

A Pen for the Pater

I

t is a sign of the times and
the low ebb that the city
aesthetics movement finds
itself in that the latest news
item on a memorial in the
sea for pater familias went by
without a comment. The Man
from Madras Musings was quite
appalled to read that the Risen
Son has decided to honour daddy dearest with a memorial in
the sea no less, to be accessed
via a bridge from the other memorials that now dot the beach.
The proposed monument will
be in the form of a floating pen
on a platform in the waters,
no doubt in honour of the late
leader’s felicity with the pen.
The proposed memorial it is
understood, will be the largest
of the various monuments and
statues that our country has begun to specialise in. In fact you
can hardly get by without one
state or the centre announcing
the putting up of yet another
giant statue.
MMM wonders as to the
purpose behind the whole
exercise, apart from political
propaganda and re-establishment of dynastic succession of
course. And it is a point scored

the sea just as the sun rises on
the same coast.

Chess as a Theme

he Man for Madras MusT
ings is all for chess being
celebrated in the city – after

all, this is the capital for the
game as far as this country
is concerned. The painting
of the Napier Bridge in chess
colours has been a big hit
with selfie-takers and other
photographers though MMM
is not so sure whether it is a
good idea to lie down on the
road to get a proper angle even
while traffic is hurtling down.
The end result may well be
a photograph in the obituary
columns the next day. The
chess mascot is rather nice
though he does seem inspired
by Gulliver’s Travels to the
land of the Houyhnhhnm –
that tribe of people who had
horse faces. The roadside
kiosks with the horseman in a
dhoti is a little scary especially
when it becomes dark – it
seems quite lifelike.
But overall all of it is part
of the Chess Olympiad experience and full marks to those
who came up with all this creativity. MMM only hopes that
after the Olympiad is done, the
checks will be taken off Napier’s Bridge – a social worker
has drawn attention to how
the design can cause havoc for
those with vision problems.
It is also to be hoped that the
horsemen kiosks will be taken
down – in our city that is usually never the case and they
will stay till wind, weather and
rain wear them down.

– MMM
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Woes faced by Chennai residents
due to wrong implementation of
storm water drainage project
G

reater Chennai Corporation is now implementing
a storm water drainage project in 559 roads, covering a
distance of 1,033 kilometres,
costing around Rs.4,070 crores.
For this massive project, which
is targeted to be completed
between April and September this year, huge loans have
been availed from World Bank,
Asian Development Bank and
others.
Several technocrats have
pointed out that the project
has been designed with outdated technology and quality of
the implementation is so poor
that the residents have been
put to great hardships.
As part of the project, digging of the road has been done
to around 5 to 6 feet deep and
width of around 4 to 5 feet.
The drains are being constructed using steel reinforced cement concrete with two walls
on either side with provisions
for manhole, chute etc. This
has been done in front of several houses leaving little space
between the gate of the house
and that of the drainage structure. As the work has been
going on for more than three
weeks now, many residents are
unable to step out of the house.
While young and middle aged
persons somehow manage to
jump out by some makeshift
arrangement, several senior
citizens have been forced to
remain inside the house for
several days now.
Experts have expressed
shock that the storm water
drain has been constructed in
such a way that it’s top level
is around one foot above the
road level.
Residents have now to keep
their vehicles (two-wheelers
and four-wheelers) outside
their compounds on the road
due to the ongoing storm water
drain age work, as the digging

of the road has been done in
front of the house in several
places. They wonder whether
they would be able to take their
vehicles inside their compound
after the completion of the
drainage work, since the road
level is now around one foot
below that of the top portion
of the drainage structure. Further, if there would be rainfall,
the rain water would get inside
the house as the top portion of
the drainage structure is above
the floor level in the house.
As a result, it appears that the
residents have to spend around
Rs.1 lakh to raise the floor level
in the compound to the top
level of the drainage structure.
No one is clear now as to
whether the Chennai Corporation would raise the road level
by one foot to match the level
of the drainage structure. To do
this, several hundred crores of
rupees would be required with
the length of the storm water
drainage around the city being
more than 1,000 kilometres.
Chennai Corporation has not
clarified as to what it would
do. No one knows when a new
road would be laid. Road laying scheme is another project
for Chennai Corporation and
there is no indication that any
scheme has been proposed to
raise the level of the road immediately after the storm water
drainage work would be over.
The affected residents seem to
have tough days ahead.
Several cables that have
been lying under the ground
have been taken out and are
now carelessly handled and
remain exposed to sun and
rain for several days. Telephone
connections in several houses
have been disrupted since the
cables have been cut inadvertently while digging.
Experts point out that in
constructing the storm water
drain, gradients have to be

maintained to enable free flow
of water. It appears no measurement has been made to
ensure the gradient level. The
area around the storm water
drainage structure where soil
has been removed earlier has
been now filled with loose soil,
posing safety hazard for people.
It is shocking to see that the
workers, most of whom appear
to be unskilled, are carrying
out the work and removing
the electric cables from the
ground carelessly without being provided with hand gloves,
gumboots and safety goggles.
Several citizens say that there
have been no proper supervision of the work by the authorities and the entire work is left
to the contractors who largely
employ unskilled workers
Also, it appears that there is
no uniform schedule for work
timing and suddenly some
workers with loaded lorries
appear in the middle of the
night and start working making
huge noise, disturbing the sleep
of the residents. They do not
seem to realise that working
during night hours with inadequate street lighting could
be a serious safety risk for the
workers.
Experts wonder whether the
various technological options
and alternate ways for laying
the storm water drain have
been carefully examined, considering the local conditions
in Chennai such as rainfall intensity, periodicity of flooding,
extent of flooding, the existing
road construction and traffic
intensity and density of population in the local area. On the
other hand, the same design
has been adopted for the entire
city, not considering the local
conditions. Careful evaluation
of these factors are necessary
and could be facilitated the
least expensive way for building
storm water drains, that could

be finished in quick time without causing inconvenience and
problems for the residents.
It appears that the authorities have chosen the most
expensive and time consuming way of laying storm water
drain, by digging deep into the
soil and using steel reinforced
concrete, chute pipe, manhole
cover, inlet chambers, retailing
wall, etc.
Experts say that in a crowded city like Chennai, drainage
pipes could have been used for
draining the storm water and
the pipes can be laid under the
ground, instead of the present pattern of ongoing work.
There are PVC and HDPE pipe
options, both of which have
become extremely popular in
drainage applications in recent
years all over the world, thanks
to their resistance to collapse
and chemical corrosion, flexibility and durability. While
PVC pipes are quite easy to
install, HDPE is generally the
better choice for high pressure
systems. Suitable provisions can
be made in the pipes for connection, inspection, cleaning etc.
from time to time, as required.
In view of the poor execution
of the project, several roads are
now in an extremely bad shape
and it is unsafe even for walkers, apart from those who drive
the two-wheelers, three-wheelers and four-wheelers.
There are many experts
in Chennai city on such matters who know what they are
talking about. They have not
been consulted before deciding
on the project.
Residents say that the complaints sent to the Commissioner, Chennai Corporation
are not acknowledged. While
a portal has been created for
the citizens to register their
complaints, only a routine
reply is sent that the work is
being attended.

With the dust accumulation, heavy noise and lack of
accessibility to the road for
around three weeks now due
to the storm water drainage
project and the project being
half completed now and moving at snail’s pace, the residents
have been really stressed out.
It appears that their suffering
would not end anytime soon.
Frustration of the Chennai
residents is complete.
N.S.Venkataraman

Trustee
Nandini Voice for the Deprived
M 60/1, 4th Cross Street
Besant Nagar
Chennai 600 090

R
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eference your report –
Storm water drainage work
gathers momentum as rainy
days loom ahead (MM, July
1st, 2022). While a well designed and de-silted SWDs
allowing free flow of water will
supplement the efforts to curb
water-logging/flooding to some
extent, it will, however, not be
a panacea to mitigate the sufferings of the residents, until
and unless the menacing rising
levels of the roads are brought
extensively down.
In T’Nagar – so is the case
in other areas in Chennai –
where a number of residential
complexes constructed decades
ago exist, besides keeping the
SWDs thoroughly functional,
the height of the roads needs to
be brought down considerably
as then only the residents can
breathe easy when it rains. The
road levels of the streets have
gone up to such an extent that
floor levels of almost all residential complexes are now far
below the road levels, exposing
them to floods.
It must be stated that when
these complexes were constructed, the road level was
three/four feet below the floor
level of the complexes. Following the relaying of roads
over a period of time, the road
height has increased, pushing
the floor level of the complexes far below the road level.
Hence, whenever it rains, the
residents have to endure the
prospects of water entering
into their premises, causing inundation. Further, the run-off
water gets into the Metrowater
sewer lines due to blocks in the
storm water drains. Once the
level in the Metrowater sewer
lines increases, it too gets
blocked and the sewer water
naturally flows back polluting
the water in the well/sump of
the nearby premises. Thus, for
(Continued on page 6)
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When Chess was played in
Olde Madras
T

he 44th Chess Olympiad is
all the buzz in the city and
by the time this issue reaches
your hands, we are sure that the
tournaments will be moving towards the grand finale. True, the
Russian aggression in Ukraine
has been the reason for this
sports-meet to move to Chennai
but then none can argue that
our city is a chess capital. In
fact, Madras Musings, as early as
in its February 16 issue in 2001,
had declared it to be so. It must
however not be forgotten that
what we are seeing today is a
culmination of several years of
effort and passion for the game.
It is accepted that modern
chess as we know it has its origins
in an ancient Indian game known
as chaturanga. In recent times,
excavations at Keeladi seem to
push the timeline further back,
with the emergence of objects
that are similar to chess pieces.
The Sanskrit word chaturanga
is essentially descriptive of the
traditional Indian army, with its
four (chatura) units (anga) – foot
soldiers, cavalry, chariots and elephants. There are references in
Sanskrit literature from at least
the sixth century to chaturanga
being played. However, modern
chess seems to have come to
India via the Europeans.
It is interesting to see that
Madras or Chennai, was in the
forefront of Indians taking to
the game. As early as in 1829,
a monograph appeared on two
matches played between Madras
and Hyderabad. The games
were played via correspondence
and lasted several months. Shah
Sahib was the player from Hyderabad and Madras was represented by Ghulam Kassim about
both of whom nothing much is
known. The latter is credited to
having ‘had the chief direction
of the games’ in Madras. James
Cochrane of the Madras Civil
Services seems to have been
a fellow chess afficionado and
the two together brought out
what was titled as the Muzio
Gambit and Match of Two Games
at Chess Played Between Madras
and Hyderabad, published by
the Courier Press, Madras. A
full download of the document
is available at archive.org. Unfortunately for someone with

merely passing interest in chess
it holds little of interest beyond
a whole series of positions. The
imagination however boggles at
how the games must have been
played by correspondence, with
the two chess sets in the two
respective locations remaining
standing for months on end. Not
surprisingly, a note in page 48 of
the monograph says the person
playing at the Hyderabad end
died at the end of the 17th move
in the first game and the 16th in
the second. A monograph titled
19th century Chess by Bill Wall
in archive.org notes that on the
death of Shah Sahib, his junior
Row Sahib, a ‘weaker player’
took over in Hyderabad and so
we know a little bit more about
this contest. The same monograph also records the year of
death of Ghulam Kassim as 1844.
It is not clear if this information
is taken from Wikipedia, which
carries the same date with no
reference cited for it.
What is for certain is that
Ghulam Kassim’s monograph
became a widely quoted text
through the 19th century and in
1880 we find that the author is
being lauded as “a distinguished
writer” on chess (The Saturday
Review of Politics, Literature and
Science, Mar 20, 1880, p 371).
In what may truly be a hallmark of everlasting fame, Kassim made it to fiction as well.
Captain Hugh A Kennedy was
a contemporary in Madras. Born
in Madras in 1809, he went on to
become a captain in the British
army and post retirement lived
in Bath, England from where
he established his reputation
as a leading chess player. He
founded the Brighton Chess
Club as well. Known to be a bit
of a gossip, he took to writing on
chess and frequently contributed
to magazines in England. In the
process he created the character
of Lieutenant Augustus Fitzsnob,
and compiled his fictional reminiscences which were published
as part of Kennedy’s Waifs and
Strays, Chiefly from the Chess
Board (L. Booth, Regent Street,
London, 1862). The account
itself opens with a reference to
W.M. Thackeray’s Book of Snobs
and was clearly inspired by it. As
per the reminiscences, Fitzsnob

claims to have been present when Ghulam Kassim
played his match against
Hyderabad.
The name Fitzsnob and
the doffing of the hat to
Thackeray ought to have
been dead giveaways but
that was not so. Readers, especially the Americans it would seem, took
Fitzsnob seriously. When
Kennedy followed it up
with a story of Fitzsnob
being present at a game
between Napoleon Bonaparte and Count Bertrand
in St. Helena’s in 1820,
it gained traction, and by
1857, the American Chess
Monthly carried details,
attributing the moves as
given in Waifs and Strays to
Napoleon himself. It was
only in 1900 that the British Chess Magazine (Vol.
20, page 54) disproved the
whole story and remarked
on how people were mistaking an “adornment of a tale
for a historic fact.” And just in
case people then began to believe
that H.A. Kennedy was himself
present at the so-called match at
St. Helena’s, it clarified that the
Captain could have been only
11 years old when it was played!
By the time this article appeared,

an Indian of Bellary who was
exhibiting extraordinary feats of
memory. A reading reveals him
to be an ashtavadhani – one who
can perform eight tasks at the
same time. Thus he played two
games of chess, without looking
at the boards (!!!) even as he

by Sriram V.

Kennedy was long dead, he having passed on in 1878. Thankfully for us, Ghulam Kassim is an
incontrovertible fact.
Surprisingly, there is no mention of chess in the city in H.D.
Love’s Vestiges of Old Madras,
though he does list several other
games. As it records the history
of the city from 1639 to 1800 and
as Ghulam Kassim’s game was in
1828/1829 it is possible to surmise that Indians took to playing
chess in the first two decades of
the 19th century. Interestingly, it
would seem that the mofussil, or
what was Madras Presidency had
its share of star players among
Indians. Allen’s Indian Mail of
May 12, 1860, carries details of

played a game of cards, recited
some verses and did a whole
host of other things. After three
hours of all these activities, he
remained silent for an hour and
then was able to describe every
move made on the chess board,
in correct order. Among those
who marvelled at his feat was
Lord Elphinstone who gave him
a testimonial.
Similarly, the Chess Player’s
Chronicle, carries a letter from
a Mr. JIM of Negapatam dated
April 14, 1847 which praises the
skills of Vencut Agar, a Tanjore
Brahmin. JIM (whoever he was)
and Vencut Agar had played the
game and the former considers
the latter would have ranked “as

a strong player in any country.
He is of course ignorant of the
Book openings, but he is a very
cautious player and his patience
and resource in situations of difficulty always bring him through
safely. I have some of his games
recorded except the first we ever
played together, which I had the
fortune to win by a coup de main.
Since then, out of some twenty
games we have contested I have
only been able to win one other
and draw one.” The note ends
with JIM hoping that he will be
able to soon send some details
of the games he played with this
“Tamil Phillidor.”
All of this makes for most interesting reading and we realise
that Madras was seeing some
isolated leading lights flickering here and there in chess in
the 19th century. It must have
appealed hugely to the Indian
mind for it could be played seated, challenged the intellect and
lasted for days on end. It is clear
that people like Ghulam Kassim,
the man from Bellary and Vencut Agar were all forerunners of
thousands who would take to the
game in the 20th century.

(To be concluded
next fortnight)

MADRAS MUSINGS

August 1-15, 2022

5

This Business of the Cooum
I

f any river could be angry, I
guess it has to be the Cooum.
A vibrant and integral part of
the socio-economic and cultural
life of Chennai city till the early
twentieth century, the earliest
recorded proposal to clean this
natural watercourse ( now, a
chronic carrier of sullage and
sewage) was way back in 1890.
In spite of different political
scenarios, officials and extensive
funding, the Cooum restoration
project - possibly the flagship of
urban riverine system restoration
efforts ever – continues to be of
concern, 130 years later!
It is still not much different
from that time in 1928, when V.
H. Shipley wrote,
Of dirt and smell your sources
wake..
And near the sea where one would
think
Your water might be cleaner,
It forms a cesspit by the bridge,
Adjoining the Marina.
Oh viscid stream!
Oh smelling flood.
Oh green and beastly river!
Ancient documents from
nearby temples spoke about
‘reaching salvation’ from a dip in
the Cooum. Three ancient Shiva
temples are located at the source
of the river – Tiruvirkolam in
Cooum village, at Ilambaiyankottur, and the Thiruverkadu
Shiva temple. The Koyambedu
temple is also in its banks.
The Cooum River originates
in the Cooum village in Kadambathur union in Tiruvallur district, about 70 kilometres from
Chennai, although starting its
main course at Sattarai village,
around 65 kilometres from
Chennai. Flowing through Thiruverkadu, it enters the Chennai
District at Arumbakkam after
meandering for about 54 kilometres . It then passes through some
of the oldest residential areas for

Snippets from media reports from the last few decades...
l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

September 1967, Chief Minister Annadurai inaugurated the
Cooum Improvement Scheme at a cost of Rs. 19 million, M.K.
Karunanidhi was then Public Works Minister.
February 1973, former Chief Minister M.K. Karunanidhi,
inaugurated a pleasure boat service, with seven boat jetties and
rowing boats, powered boats and paddle boats, “all safe and
sleek”. But, the experiment did not take off.

than 130 sewage outfalls were in the river , mostly between
Aminjikarai and Nungambakkam. In areas like Maduravoyal,
more than 7 tonnes of municipal waste were dumped every day!
l

By the late 1970s itself , the Cooum had only 21 species of fish
from the 49 species of the 1950. Highly toxic pollutants ensure
no fish species currently.
Several studies, such as that by Seven Trent Consultancy in
1991 and Mott Macdonald that came up with projects worth
Rs.34.8 crore in 1994, were undertaken to improve the waterway.

l

Soon after, a comprehensive Chennai City River Conservation project was started at a cost of Rs.1,200 crore. Funded
substantially by the Central Government in 2001, it sought to
strengthen the sewerage network and plug sewage outfalls.
May 2006, for eco-restoration of the Cooum, the Chennai River
Authority, is formed.
The eco-restoration of the Cooum and its tributaries took
shape once again in 2008 with the formation of Chennai Rivers
Restoration Trust ( from the Adyar Poonga Trust founded in
2006). The ambitious project targeted multi-pronged approach
and drew up a package of solutions along with World Bank ,at
a projected cost Rs.2,300 crore.
2010, a Rs 1,200 crore MoU with Singapore Cooperation
Enterprise (SEC), a Singapore agency for restoration modelled
on the Singapore River Restoration Project. At this point, more

by Shobha Menon

another 18 kilometres such as
Choolaimedu, Chetpet, Egmore
and Chintadripet, where the
river channel is about 30 metres
(98 ft) wide. Close to Egmore,
the river forks into two – the
northern and the southern arms
– both of which join again near
the Napier bridge, forming the
Island Grounds. The northern

part of the Buckingham Canal
joins the Cooum near the old
Central Jail while the southern
part of the same canal emerges
from the river, just behind the
University of Madras campus.
The river finally joins the Bay
of Bengal south of the Fort St
George, just below the Napier
Bridge.
India Water Portal, a water
advocacy group, records that the
downhill slide began from 1868
onwards ‘when dams built to
create drinking water reservoirs
for the city’s thirsty citizens,
diverted supply from freshwater
sources and crippled water flow
into the Cooum. And as the
city grew, urban sprawl, poor
management by municipal authorities, and lack of civic sense
added to river woes’.

Strident concerns

Kalaignar Karunanidhi and members of his cabinet enjoy a boat ride on the
Cooum.

1. Waterfront development,
beautification, and eco-restoration, along with highend infrastructure may be
exciting possibilities. But is
slum eviction being looked at
as a convenient and achiev-

l

l

During the 2014-15 state budget, the Cooum River Restoration
Project was announced with a total cost of Rs. 3,833.62 crore.
Rs. 2,077.29 crore of this was allocated for the relocation of
affected families to the fringes of the city into resettlement
colonies. As per the Executive Summary of the “Cooum River
Eco-Restoration Plan” dated November 2014, the total number
of families to be affected is 14,500 families but the actual number is likely to be much higher than this.
2018, the removal of 21,665 tons of waste from the river – with
trash boom barriers, robotic excavators, amphibious machines
and so on and so forth – and the Water Resources Department
(WRD) desilted and widened nearly 15 km of the waterway in
the city. Work also began on a 1.5-km nature trail as part of
a $250 thousand-dollar eco-restoration project, between the
College Road bridge in Nungambakkam and the Munroe bridge
in Chetput, modelled on the San Antonio River Walk in the
United States.
July 2021, the CMWSSB includes 10 Interception & Diversion
(I&D) systems along the river and three or four modular Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs) at a cost of Rs 126.2 million.
Tests of Cooum water samples have revealed almost zero
dissolved oxygen and substantial presence of faecal coliform
bacteria, besides heavy metals such as lead, zinc , cadmium and
pesticides like endosulphan and lindane. One study showed that
it is 80 percent more polluted than treated sewer!

able first step ? According
to a current estimate, over
18,000 families are in/ have
completed process of relocation from the banks of the
Cooum. How feasible ?
2. The Chennai Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (CMWSSB) has been
tasked with building sewage
treatment plants, diverting
sewage into these plants
and laying interceptors. But
isn’t this the same organization that was supposed to
check sewage channels and
illegal discharge of untreated
sewage in the first place,
and has evidently been very
challenged?
Sewer lines laid over the
river risk further pollution of
the Cooum through possible
leakages since it is known to
carry acidic sewage. Will this
not backfire and erode the
pipes and the links?
3. The inordinate delay of effective implementation in
spite of extensive funding in
this area has also bothered
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) that has raised many
queries, even fines.

Current news
The Chennai Rivers Restoration Trust (CRRT) plans include interceptors and diversion
of sewage to improve the water
quality, river channel improvement to enhance ecological
flow of the river, development of
parks and maintenance of pathways, river bank vegetation and
mangrove plantations . Through
their external project management consultants, they are to
ensure activities are ‘executed
by the departments accurately
and in a timely manner’ and
have ‘successfully relocated’
over 86 per cent of the families
who were living along the river.
Other restoration activities like
river widening and desilting is
to be carried out, and sewage
treatment to happen in parallel.
While ‘80 per cent of encroachments’ along the river bank
have been cleared, the CMWSSB
is now focusing on stopping the
flow of untreated sewage into it
with three treatment plants set
up at Langs Garden in Egmore,
Nungambakkam and Chetpet.
The Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) and Southern
Railways have agreed to buy this
treated water from Metro water.
(Continued on page 7)
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Arun Ice cream

R.G. Chandramogan, Chennai’s
own milkman
“P

al. Rita’s Pal Ice-cream!”
Who can forget that
tempting cry of the ice-cream
vendor plying his blue pushcart in the suburbs of Chennai
during the hot summers of the
Seventies? Who indeed was
Rita?
And then came Arun Icecream bursting upon the scene
in the 1980s. Like the Maruti
brand of cars edged out the old
aunties – the Ambis, Heralds
and Fiats of the ice-cream
world – Arun ice-cream rolled
into Chennai’s parlors with a
style and flavor of its own.
Do we add that ever since
the Ice-House was built on the
sandy beach front of the Marina
to receive shiploads of ice from
foreign shores, the City’s guilty
secret is a passion for frozen
desserts? Not only were there
the Dasaprakash, Kwality and
Joy ice-creams that catered to
its niche customers, there was
Jaffar’s at what was then the
Round-tana that created multitiered ice-cream sundaes with
names such as “Knickerbocker
Specials” and “Tutti-Frootis”.
Then came the Softy ice-creams
swirled from metal spouts
straight into a cone before being
dunked in hot chocolate for a
thin coated crust.
It’s hardly a wonder that
R.G. Chandramogan as a
21-year-old from Tiruthangal,
described in the book as a
“mofussil town in the Sivakasi
taluk of southern Tamil Nadu’s
Virudhunagar district” should
dream of ice-candies.
Of course, it was much more
complicated. Part of the charm
of Harish Damodaran’s account of Chandramogan’s early struggles to make candy-ices
in a 250 sq ft rented space in

Royapuram and his rise as the
founder of “Hatsun Agro” the
largest private dairy products as
the title proclaims, is the way
he traces the singular passion
with which he achieved the
goal.
There were huge reverses
along the way, particularly in
the early years, when the young
Chandramogan moved his
second ice-cream base to a less
accessible place and found his
clientele melted away as fast as
his ice-cream. He had by then
also followed the “Rita” model
having met the original Punjabi
businessman Vijay Kumar Syal
by investing in men with pushcarts that sold Arun ice-cream
in areas not covered by the
others. The book has photos
of some of those early vendors
who have stayed loyal to the
brand 50 years later.
When as a cash strapped

Revised edition
2018), signaled the
rise of a whole new
breed of entrepreneurs in an easyto-follow style that
traced the trajectories of different
groups and individuals from varying
backgrounds. Here
was Adam Smith’s
prediction of an
“invisible hand”
reaching out to
uplift hitherto unheard-of individuals, in action.
The heart of
the Chandramogan story is partly
due to his inspiR.G. Chandramogan, CEO of Arun Ice Cream. Picture courtesy: The Hindu.
ration to what he
acknowledges is
known as the Amul model, of at the Hatsun Agro Products- ing and forwarding agents/
empowering the farmer in the described as a Rs.5,500 crore super stockists).
company in his preface.
There’s also a case to be
“Chandramogan has also made for the way that Chanstruck me as different from dramogan had a very instinc by Geeta Doctor
other entrepreneurs in his tive taste for branding. Not
obsession with having control only the creation of upgraded
over every facet of Hatsun’s milk products like “Arogya”
operations. This isn’t ‘con- and curds in sachets that apbusiness model his venture manner pioneered by India’s trol’ in a negative sense, but pealed to the new class of
did not allow him to invest premier Dudhwala, Dr. Ver- manifesting itself in the com- professional women, who also
in freezer units whereby the ghese Kurien. It’s great to be pany procuring milk directly appeared in TV promos, but
ice-cream could be stored in reading about the continuing from farmers (rather than bulk the creation of stand-alone iceneighbourhood outlets, a solu- saga of India’s myriad milk-pro- vendors, as most private di- cream parlors like Ibaco.
tion presented itself. Chan- ducers, whether one sees them aries do), making everything
As Chandramogan puts it to
dramogan found that he could as the mixed Jersey-Gir cows, (including the packaging film Damodaran; “We introduced
supply ships’ chandlers at the or buffaloes, along with the for milk and curd, chocolate the consumer to real ice cream
nearby harbor with his Arun farmers both men and women, paste and cones for ice-cream, through Arun. The same conice-creams, since ships most the veterinarians, and techni- and renewable captive power sumer wanted to taste the next
often had their own freezers.
cians, involved in sustainable for captive consumption) and level of ice-creams....Let those
Harish Damodaran is some- model of milk production, in compressing the distribution who went to Arun school join
thing of a maverick writer the birth anniversary year of value chain (eliminating clear- Ibaco college!”
on agricultural and business Dr. Kurien.
enterprises himself. His earlier
This is what Damodaran has
book, India’s New Capitalists: to say about Chandramogan’s
Caste, Business, and Industry in methods in procuring milk
a Modern Nation (Hachette. directly from four lakh farmers

STORM WATER DRAIN WOES
(Continued from page 3)
the residents of T’Nagar it is a
kind of double whammy during
monsoon season, in that they
have to encounter flooding
as well as the pollution. Each
apartment is forced to spend a
sizable amount to de-water and
empty the sump, and towards
cleaning up the well and the
over-head tanks before they are
put into use again. Those who
reside on the ground floor are
the worst hit as they face the

rain fury, which necessitates
them to seek shelter elsewhere
till the water level recedes.
Besides flooding, the residents encounter a self-imposed
power cut to prevent electrocution as the electrical appliances like meter/main switches
installed on the ground floor
get submerged in the water.
Thus, it is a nightmare for the
residents during monsoon.
The GCC, therefore, has to
remedy the situation by coming
out with a permanent solution

by bringing down the height
of roads to the previous level.
While proper milling of roads
prior to relaying of the roads
will possibly ensure its present
level, to prevent water flowing
into the nearby apartments,
the GCC has to necessarily
bring down the road level considerably.
V.S. Jayaraman

31, Motilal Street
Chennai 600 017

Thank you,
Donors

We today, publish donations received with thanks for the
period June 2022.

– The Editor

Rs. 200: K. Sankara Narayanan, A. Uthandaraman
Rs. 300: Shantha Venkataraman
Rs. 400: S Janakiraman, Manuel Aaron, Srujana Chitipothu,
Krishnamurthy Balasubramaniam, P.V. Dinesh, T.K. Srinivasan
Rs. 500 Ranganathan S
Rs. 900: R. Radhakrishnan, V. Sankaranarayanan
Rs. 1000: C. Gopalraj
Rs.10000: Snehalata Datar
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The Cooum River
(Continued from page 5)
While the GCC is expected to
use it for watering the plants
and trees on the roadsides, the
Railways is to use this water
for cleaning the coaches and
related work.
However, unofficial estimates reveal ‘innumerable’
sewage outfalls are yet to be
plugged. And officials blame a
lack of coordination between
departments – PWD, Metro
Water, the City Corporation
and the CRRT, with ‘each government department intent to
carry out the project awarded
to them and show their progress at least on paper’.

Academic inputs
Dr Martin Bunch, currently Professor at the Faculty of
Environmental Studies (FES),
York University, worked on an
adaptive ecosystem approach
to the problem of the Cooum
River and environs for his PhD
research, way back in 2000.
His GIS database and decision
support system (DSS) inputs
were a significant contribution to understanding of the
Cooum system besides a forum
for open debate and exchange
removed from the restrictive
institutional culture of government departments. “The
late 90s was a very promising
time. NGOs, government and
academia looking at this socioecological system that needed

different approaches led to
new ideas and new conversations. An engineer from the
PWD, Sahadevan, who was
the champion in spearheading
this complex situation, unfortunately died in an accident
soon after. He had broached
an interesting idea of flushing
the river with tanks by the side
of the river.
The complexity was due
as much to human factors as
to physical characteristics of
the system. Fragmentation of
jurisdiction and perspective
between departments means
that no one worked together
on a problem that was simpler
in the past. And got more overwhelming with time!
When people bribe and do
the wrong thing and feel they
are ‘smart’, it is worse! Even
well meaning people seem to be
stuck in a system that doesn’t
let them do the right thing,
at least easily. Participants
initially pointed to the slums
as the problem, but soon felt
otherwise. Somewhere along
the way, the complexity of the
situation makes it resilient to
change!”
Prof. V Madha Suresh, Indian Council of Social Science
Research –Senior Fellow, Centre for Environmental Sciences,
University of Madras, says, “A
conscientious, united political
will is important to resolve this
deep rooted concern. We need
a single point authority, like a

You can contribute to
CHENNAI HERITAGE

Cooum Development Authority, that takes overall charge of
the concern. Like the forum
that restored the Chilka Lake.
Designated administrative staff
need to sincerely focus on the
issue every day! At this point,
we see lot of action only during
disasters and CRRT has too
many things in the pipeline.
Inputs from academics and
researchers are not taken seriously. With enormous amount
of funding into such programs,
it is crucial that citizens exert
pressure on governments and
politicians. In the Tamraparni
issue, for instance, while government tenders were doing
some disorganised effort, a
couple of experts got together
students, approached industries for minimal funding for
students refreshments, bull
dozers , tractors etc and within 5 months the project was
completed effectively with the
Collector’s help. It has been a
very successful project and the
once dry lands are now forested
wonderfully.”
The late DMK leader M
Karunanidhi once said, that
the happiest day for him would
be when children could play
and bathe in a clean Cooum.
Can we not purge this lifeline
of the toxic mixtures resulting from ignorance, poor infrastructure, and inadequate
public services, and utilise her
as a unique platform to create
public awareness and action on

More plans floated over the last decades,
from media reports…
l

l

l

l

l

‘A visitor centre near the mouth of the river on the Marina
Beach, similar to the Marina Barrage Visitor Centre in Singapore and San Antonio Visitor Center in the United States,
as part of an initiative to create awareness of the need for
clean waterways’.
In 2011, the Tamil Nadu Sailing Association planned
to build ‘a Marina at the mouth of the Cooum along the
southern bank, where yachts and pleasure boats could
dock’. The Rs. 300-million project estimate, by 2013 had
increased to Rs. 450 million.
‘A nature trail along the river for which a draft ecological
plan has been prepared by the Tamil Nadu Urban Infrastructure and Financial Services Limited (TNUIFSL). The
project is planned from College Road bridge to Chetpet
bridge by the Chennai River Restoration Trust. on an
“elevated boardwalk” model with “uncompressed natural
wood” and “fibre reinforced plastic”. The entry and exit
would be on College Road near the DPI complex. Apart
from the parking facilities on the DPI premises, a stretch
along the road between the entry point and the College
Road Bridge would be demarcated for additional parking.
Five points located at 200-metre (660 ft) intervals along the
trail have been selected for erecting break-out areas including one for a canopy walk. The facility has been planned
without electrical fittings and has been designed as a “day
trail”’.
‘Key aspects of the Cooum river eco-restoration plan
includes 11 maintenance ways of 9.6 km, 22 walkways
of 24 km, and 17 cycle tracks of 19 km, in addition to 24
parks and riverfront vegetation. The total budget for the
eco-restoration is Rs. 19,340 million’.
‘Chennai Metro rails are to be built about 30 metres (98 ft)
under the bed of the river. Custom-made tunnel boring
machines costing Rs. 600 million each have been imported
from Germany for the purpose’.

environmental, water and sanitation issues? Of the 1.12 crore
citizens or more of Chennai at
this point in time (as per 2021
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Readers,
Please email all your letters, comments, additional remarks,
brickbats and bouquets to editor@madrasmusings.com

– THE EDITOR

population records), how many
feel the need and are ready to
lend a hand toward proactively
protecting this vital riverine
ecosystem, is the point.

(Continued from page 1)
Advocates Co-operative Society, Buckingham
and Carnatic Mills canteen among others.
The Madras Pinjrapole was controlled and
managed by the Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals till 1949, in which
year the Pinjrapole was separated from the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals by the order of the High Court and
the control and administration of the society was vested in a committee of its own in
which representation to the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was given.
Cut to the present – a hundred plus
years since its founding, the Madras Pinj
rapole continues its mission and how!

The Madras Pinjrapole (Pinjrapole
meaning Goshala)
is not one of those
cramped spaces where
cows are huddled together with no room
for any movement.
Te m p e r a t u r e c o n trolled sheds, with
convenient bays for
feeding for both staff
and visitors alike,
watering holes, and
an army of dedicated staff, make this an
ideal home for the
many cows – some
donated, some rescued
and some brought here and nursed to good
health. There is no dearth of willing donors
to support the venture with people paying
for the special grass or supporting the numerous schemes. All donations in cash and
kind are well documented and acknowledged.
Donors are educated about what kinds
of food are beneficial (Spinach, Coriander
leaves, Green Grass, Papaya and Cucumber) and which ones aren’t (Roti, Puri,
Bread, Paratha, Banana (the long ones),
Jaggery. The Management clearly believes
that this goshala is a temple of cows as
their hand out describes it. And that is reflected everywhere in this beautiful space.
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Mylapore Recreation Club –
winners of Palayampatti shield
T

he annexation of the
P alayampatti title last
month by Mylapore Recreation
Club ‘A’ was celebrated as a first
time triumph in the TNCA
First Division cricket league
by a team barely five years old
in the senior division. The
team has been portrayed as a
kind of David that defeated
such Goliaths of Tamil Nadu
cricket as Vijay CC (promoted
by India Cements) and Jolly
Rovers CC (a Chemplast Sanmar outfit) in one of the most
prestigious races of its kind in
the country. It was certainly
a most remarkable success
story, but MRC were no minnows, captained as they were
by India all rounder R. Ashwin
(when not doing India duty),
and strengthened by the occasional presence of the stalwart
batsman Cheteshwar Pujara
and more regular duty by stars
like Rishi Dhawan and Harsh
Dubey, with NS Chaturved
playing a stellar role with over
600 runs for the season. The
team is also not without corporate support, backed as it has
been since the 2015-16 season
by the management consulting
company Take Solutions. In
what seemed at that time like a
wild statement, HR Srinivasan,
the company’s vice-chairman
and managing director, is said
to have assured club secretary

PR Viswanathan – who was
handing over the management
of the team – that the new look
MRC ‘A’ would become league
champions within five seasons.
A rare feat of a promise fulfilled
against the odds!
This is a lovely fairytale, and
it may be widely believed that
MRC ‘A’ has only been competing in the TNCA league for the
last five seasons or so. Not true.
The club entered the league in
1932, when it was conducted
by Indian Cricket Federation,
a forerunner of the Madras
Cricket Association, formed a
couple of years later. MRC ‘A’
actually won the Palayampatti
shield (or its equivalent then)
seven times between 1932-33
and 1947-48.
The family of The Hindu
were the original promoters of
the club. MRC ‘B’, the second
team floated by the family, continues to be sponsored more
directly by them, with their
employees making up the bulk
of the team. For over eighty
years, the club was propped up
by private initiatives and sheer
love of cricket. It was very
much an amateur body, with
its players casually sauntering
in to the ground of a Sunday
morning. This is not to suggest
any dilution of the quality of
cricket on offer. In fact, in
the first decade of the tourna-

ment, MRC ‘A’ won the league
three times, equalled only by
Triplicane Cricket Club, its
arch-rival in Madras’s own War
of the Roses, a la Yorkshire vs.
Lancashire.
The two rival teams boasted
a world record of sorts for city
clubs, producing India’s only
double internationals, in M.J.
Gopalan (TCC, cricket and
hockey) and C. Ramaswami
(MRC, cricket and tennis).
Several other members of the
legendary Buchi Babu Nayudu
clan right down to the gifted
P. Ramesh in the 1970s, C.R.
Pattabhiraman (son of Sir C.P.
Ramaswami Iyer and honorary
secretary of MCA during the
early decades), diplomat G.
Parthasarathi, fast bowler P.S.
Ramachandran who once took



Mylapore Recreaton Club A won the 1st Division Raja of Palayampatti
Shield at MAC Stadium in Chennai. Photo courtesy: The Hindu.

a long period, acknowledges
the huge support the club
enjoyed from individuals like
Ramkumar, Thiagarajan and
Sadasivan.

by V. Ramnarayan

10 for 18 against TCC and his
three fast bowling sons, Ranji
Trophy and Madras University
stars like P.K. Belliappa, V.
Sivaramakrishnan, S.M. Krishnakumar, M.O. Parthasarathi,
S. Sriram and S. Vasudevan
represented the club at some
time or other.
P.R. Viswanathan, who ran
the club as its secretary for

We cannot ignore the excellent progress the team has
made since the Take Solutions
“takeover.” Below is the way
it moved up from division to
division.
2015-16 : Fourth Division
2016-17 : Third Division
2017-18 : Second Division
2018-19 : First Division

Much of the credit for this
success must go to the coaches
D. Vasu and M. Venkataramana, besides the inspiring
leadership of Ashwin, with
his insistence on world class
physical fitness, not to mention
the wholehearted management
support from Srinivasan and
his team.
The writer’s own extended
family was represented in MRC ‘A’
through the decades by the likes
of P.S. Ramachandran, P.N. Sundaresan, P.N. Venkatraman, P.R.
Sundaram, P.R. Venkatachalam,
P.R. Viswanathan, P.S. Narayanan,
P.S. Ramachandran (the 2nd), V.
Ramnarayan, V. Sivaramakrishnan, G.R. Venkatakrishnan, P.S.
Ashok, P.S. Narayanan (the 2nd)
and P.S. Ramachandran (the 3rd)].
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